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i OilUeH," bu ffOrf. 



'sketches of JEWISH LOYALTY. BRAVERY AND 

PATRIOTISM IN THE SOUTH AMERICAN 

COLONIES AND THE WEST INDIES. 

Bv Georqb Au:x4ndeb Kohut, New York City. 

I 
8EBV1CB8 Rendered to the Dittch by the Jews of Bbazii, 
(1623-14). 
In 1624, when the Dutch conquered Brazil, several Jews, de- 
sirous of joining their co-believers in the newly acquired Dutch 
dominions, where our brethren flourished for many decades 
previously in the guise of New Christians or Marranos, enlisted 
in the Hollandish fleet as volunteers. Encouraged by this show 
of patriotism on the part of their newly arrived co- religionists, 
who, under the reign of the United Provinces, enjoyed all the 
blessings of peace and equality, many Nuevos Christianas 
openly renounced their sham faith and re-avowed Judaism, 
happy once more to breathe the air of freedom without suffer- 
ing persecution. It is said that the Jewish soldiers in the navy 
displayed so much zeal and courage in the taking possession of 
Brazil that the government protected them ever after.' Even 

' SeeH. J. Koenen'B prize essay, Oe-nchiedenie der Joden in Neder- 
land (Utrecht, 1843), pp. 277-78: "Machtlg brelde zich deze bevolklng 
uitals de Nederlaudera omstreeke het jaar 1624 BrazUie veioverden. 
Op de Hollandsche vloot boddeu verscheideu Jodeu vrijwillig dienst 
genomeii, om zich tn het te verraeeBtereu geweat met hunue geloof^ 
genooten t« veteenigen. Dezeontmoeting,ende voorhen aanliohteade 
vi^heid onder Uollaudeche Bestuur, maakten, dat vele Braziliaanecbe 
Nieuwe Obrieteuen wederom opentlyk het Jodendom beledeu; eu dat 
zu eerlangeeoe tweede volkplautiug huuner geloofsgenooten te Cayen- 
ne atichteden, waar David Naael, een geboien BrazUlaan, zich met 
goedkeuiing der West-Indiacbe Compagnie oederzette. Inmiddels 
hadden de Joden. die met 'a landH vloot in 1624 naar Brazilie overgeeto- 
ken waien en de Nederlaudeia dat land hadden helpen vermeeeteren, 
aaa hunne te Amsterdam woonachtige broederen geachreven, en hen 
uitgeuoodlgd om zich in het nieuw veioverde geweet op den pas 
ontgonnen koophandel te komen toeleggen ; woartoe eene ruime 



before putting to sea, remarks a French historian of Brazil,' the.1 
Dutch admirals obtained much useful information concerning I 
the political situation of Brazil, from the Israelites there settled, ' 
and who were all eager to remain, or rather, to pass over to theV 
Dutch, whose liberal spirit and religious tolerance seemed miichJ 
more inviting to them than the cruel sceptre of Spain or PortU-1 
gal. This is furthermore corroborated by another (English) 
writer, Mr. Robert G. Watson, in his excellent work: Spanish 
and Porluguese South America during the Colonial Period 
(London, 1884), Vol. II, p. 1 , where we read ; " The religious 
intolerance from which the Dutch had themselves so terribly 
suffered at the hands of their Spanish rulers had taught tliem 
to be tolerant in such matters towards others, and to this 
circumstance they were now {1623-2^') indebted for much valuable 
in/ormatimi respecting Brazil, which they received from the Jews 
who had taken refuge amongst them." 

It is apparent from these and other items to be mentioned 
later that the Jews rendered not only military and naval service 
to the Dutch in their struggle against Portugal in Brazil, but 

gelegettdheid wan, sedert de Hollundere, na het sluit«u vau eenea 
wapeustilstaad met de PortuKezeu, eene publicatie badden afgekon- 
djgd, dat bet den Joden voortan volkonieD zoude vrjjstaaD, zich in 
BiaziUe te veMtigeo, etc." 

We have Gopi(!d this in full, aH Kueneu, whum recent histuriiuiB &!! 
follow, iii the only authentic euuice, although in this case do authori- 
ties are given. This point, and others Id connection with the early 
Jewish BettlsuientH in Brazil were diHcussed by the pieeeol writer 
in two papers; Early Jeaneh Literature in A/neHoa, In Pubtioalians 
of the American Jewish Historical Society (=-P. A. J. H. &'.), No, 8 
(1S95), pp. 103-47 (cf. esp. pp. 104, 105, 134^0) and Jeiviah Martyra oj 
the InquisiHon in South Afnerica, to appear eimultaneouBly with thla 
volume, in the same place, No. 4. 

* See Pieter Marlnua NeUcher'B Leu Hollandai» au Brfait, Natiee 
Sigtorique gur le« Paya-Baa et U Br49ii au XVII' »iecle (La Uaye, 
1863), p. 14: "Avaatdemettreen mer (1623?), lea amlraux HoUandais 
obtinient aur la situation politique du Br^il lea informations lea plus 
ottles par IHnternUdiaire dea Juifu qui s'y ^t&ient CtabliB, et qui 
preaque tous, dtairaieut aveeardeur paHser sous legouverueiuent dea 
Provincefl-Unies, fk cause de aa tolerance en matibre de religion," 
Cf. also De Beauehamp's /flrtfotre du BrfMI, vol. II, j). lo9: Bouthey'a 
Iliatory of Brazil (2nd ed.) I, pp. 477, 471), 495, eupplem. note 135 ; vol. 
II, p. 241 ; Judge Daly's SetUemeJit of the Jews in North Amerkia 
(aid ed. New York, 1888) p. XVIL 
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diplomatic counsel of no little weight, by means of which Hol- 
land could conquer the American possessions and establish her- 
self most fimily there. The inhabitants of Brazil at about that 
time (1623—38) were not very yielding. In fact R, Southey, the 
reliable and painstaking historian, says' that "The Portuguese 
; held in subjection only by fear, but many Portuguese 

(Jews from Holland had taken their abode in a country where 
they could speak their own language as well as enjoy their own , 
religion. These were excellent subjects: they exercised the 
charitable industry of their original nation secure of enjoying 
its fruits under a free government." The. Dutch, upou taking 
ion of Brazil, issued a proclamation, no doubt with a 
view of attracting the Jews, whose accession would prove 
beneficial to the interests of the govemmeut, whereby they 
full possession of their property , and freedom of worship 
tto all such as would submit. Amongst those who were thus 
■ brought under Dutch rule were two hundred Jews. fcf. 
IWatson, /, c, II, p. 2.) This liberal charter of religious 
freedom lasted as long as the Dutch supremacy until the Portu- 
guese re-conquest of Brazil in 1 654, with more or less privileges, 
:ording to the whim of the public whose dictates even the 
I government had to obey, as we may see from what took place 
I in 1638, as recorded by Southey (/. c.. Vol. I, p. 566); " Some 
of the Portuguese -Brazilians also, gladly throwing off the mask 
which they had so long been compelled to wear, joined their 
brethren in the synagogue. The open joy with which they 
now celebrated their ceremonies attracted too much notice; it 
excited horror in Catholics, and even the Dutch themselves, less 
liberal than their laws, pretended that the toleration of Holland 
did not extend to Brazil; the senate conceded to, and perhaps 
partook of the popular feeling, and hence arose the edict, by which 
the Jews were ordered to perform their rites more in private.'" 
Under Count Maurice's gentle reign our coreligionists lived 
in peace and they appear to have benefited by this temporary 
respite and acquired much wealth, for we find on record a 

' Watory of Brazil (London, 1810], Vol. I, p. 566; cf, also the 
quotation m R. G. Watson's Spanish and Portuguese S6ulh America, 
etc., op. Git., Vol, II, p. 29. 

' See also Netscher's Lea Hollandait av, Br^*ii, etc., (La Haye, 
1858), p. 94: " Lee synagogues furent fermfies, et les Juifs durent se 



petition from the Jews of Mauritsstad, dated May i, 1642, 
offering an annual present of 3000 florins to Count Maurice if 
he would be induced to remain as their Governor in Brazil.' In 
1642, at the urgent invitation of their coreUgionists (cf. Koenen, 
I. c, p. 278), 600 Jews, headed by Moses Raphael de Aguilar 
and Ishac Aboab de Fonseca, came from Amsterdam' and 
formed a prosperous colony in Recife, which gave promise o£ 
glorious development, had nol the wars between Holland and 
Portugal, in which our brethren took noble part, destroyed 
their hopes. In 1642, it must be noted, they again were per- 
mitted to worship publicly, a privilege which did not remain 
unrewarded, for we soon hear of certain state services rendered 
by the Jews in 1644 and later, when many mean conspiracies 
against the government were afoot, concocted, no doubt by the 
Portuguese under Dutch rule. Watson (Spanisk and Portu- 
guese South America, etc., London, 1884, Vol, II, p. 47) says: 
' ' At length, however, the time came when his (the chief con- 
spirator's, Fernandes) practices could no longer be ignored by 
the government, who were set on their guard chiefly by the Jews. 
These are certainly not to be blamed for wishing a continu- 
ance of the status quo; since, in the event of an outbreak, they 
were certain to be plundered by both parties with complete im- 
partiality; whilst, in the event of a victory on the part of the 
Portuguese, they bad before them the image of the fiendish 
agents of the Inquisition," which, as we have elsewhere shown,' 
borner il cSlSbrer leur culte dans 1' int^rieur des nialaous. Le ma! 
fut d' autanl plus senfiible qu' uo grand nombre de commer^ants 
reepectables et d'autree babitanta du Br^ll-Holl&ndals i^taleut des 
Julft, igul depuia nombre d'aunSea e'^tuieut rCfugite an K»cire on qui 
rficemment y avaient 6ifi attire par la tolerance du comie Maurice." 
Cf. also ibid., pp. 128, 202, note 82 ; and Judge Daly'e work, op. cit., 
p. S. On the subject uf religioue Treedom enjoyed by Jews In Brazil, 
more at another time. 

' Cf. Netachei'a work, op. cit., p. 127. Thedocumeut is preserved 
In Lf rapport dftaUlt de Tolner, conlregigni par le Obmte, aveo tout 
let appendices, ae trouve aux Areh. da R(^., lAaene Ind. Ooc., 1641- 
1044. The cont«Dte of this letter will t)e communicated eleewheie. 

' See Dr. M. Kayserling'e article iu P. A. J. H. S., No. 3, (1885), 
p. 14 M). Geo. A. Kobut, i/nd.. pp. lOB, 105. 137 eq. 

' Proofo for these statementa may be found iu my study on TAa 
JeuH»h Martyrt of the Inquieition in Soutfi Afneriaa, P. A. J. H, S., 
No. 4, (1895.) 
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they had good reason to fear. We read later (/. c, p. 48) that 
Femandes could not be captured and summoned troops. Many 
obeyed the call and fell upon sucli Dutchmen and Jews as 
happened to be within their reach. 

The loyalty of the Jews in the matter of revealing the vari- 
ous state conspiracies is thus alluded to by Pieter Marinas 
Netscher in his admirable work Les HoUandais au Brtsil, (La 
Haye 1853), p. 145: "Fortunately, national and religious 
fanaticism did not smother the sentiments of humanity and 
justice in the hearts of all the conspirators. Two Portuguese 
[Jews?] Sebastian Carvalho and Fernando Vale, •vi\i\\five Jeivs, 
fearing that their lives and fortunes were at stake, resolved to 
disclose the secret of the plot to the Grand Council.* Another 
conspiracy was brought to light and denounced to the govern- 
ment by a Jew named Moise Accmgnes, who. against his will, 
was forced to become an accessory to the plot.' He is no doubt 
alluded to by Prof. H. Graetz, who, in his History of Ike Jeu-s 
(English version, Philadelphia, 1895, Vol. IV, p. 693. Jewish 
Publication Society of America) writes: "Of course, the 
Brazilian Jews enjoyed perfect equality of rights with other 
citizens, for ihey rendered ilie Dutch essential seri'ices as advisers 
and warriors. When the native Portuguese, who bore the 
yoke of the Dutch impatiently, fonned a conspiracy to get rid 
of the Dutch authorities at a banquet in the capital, and attack 
the colony bereft of government [?], a Jew gave warning, and 

* We give the text in full: " Heureuaement le fanatiame national 
et religieux n'avait poe etouff^ lee BcutimeutB d'humanit^ et de loy- 
aut£ dans les coeure de toue lee coi^urea. Deux Purtugaja, Sebastian 
Carvalho et Fernando Vale, avec cinq Jwfg, craignant d'ailleure ausei 
pour leura joura et leur fortune, Be d^cidSrent en cummun & r^v^er le 
•ecrSt de la TOUBpiralion au grand conseil." 

°Cf. MontauuB Arnoldufl, De nieuwe en onbekende weretdof 
beaohHjaing van Amerika en't Zuidland, Amsterdam, 1671, fol. 81; 
Ketacher, I. c, p. 144, says; " Un Juif, Moise Acco^nes, qu'on avait 
fQI^6 k prendre part fk cette conspiration le d^non^a au grand 
cwnseil." N. G. van Kampen, m his Oeaohickte der Niederlande, vol. 
n, p. 118 and Frankel in Monataschrift, vol. XII (1863) p. 328-324, 
record, that the ringleader in thlx couBpiracy was Joan Fernandea 
Vinira (7), who iutended to poisou the government officials at a din- 
&er given at his own home, and the plot would have succeeded had 
□ot a Jew raiaed the alarm. 



saved ike colony from certain destruction." Southey, whom at 
the present writing we are unable to consult, (cf. his History 
of Brasil, Vol. II, pp. 60-70), and Koenen, also chronicle the 
the timely intervention of a faithful Israelite,'" who, at the risk 
of his life, for the conspirators would not have scrupled to put 
him out of the way, informed the authorities of the impending 
calamity to the state. 

We also know that a Jew in Lisbon proved instrumental in in- 
tercepting some official papers in reference to the revolt in Brazil." 

The execution of one, Jacob Rabbi, an agent of Holland, 
who mtist have been a Jew, is mentioned by Netscher in 
the following terms: " Thu cause of this deser- 
tion [from the Portuguese troops ?] was that the Lieutenant- 
Colonel, Garstraan, had been sufficiently impolitic to put to 
death (in 1645 or 1646 ?) for a real or supposed crime, a certain 
Jacob Rabbi, German by birth, of a ferocious character. He 
had lived for many years among the savages as agent of the 
Hollandish government.'" 

It is evident that the Dutch Government and especially the 
Governor. Count Maurice de Nassau, was not backward in 
appreciating the services of the Jews. An ordinance from the 
States- General reads: 

"... The persons, goods and rights of the Jews in 
Brazil are taken under the special protection of the Govem- 

'" Cf. Oetchiedenix der Jodeii^ p 279; De tarugroeping van Johan 
Maurite, wieue edele aTkombt en achittcreode eigeuBchuppe zelte den 
Poitugezen eerbied inboezemdeu, en wiens ougel<x)kige opvolgers, 
meeetal koopliedeii (mercbaute), leden de WeHtindiHcbe Maatm'hap- 
pij, door huiine bekromiTcnheid, bebzucbt en on men ache lijk held 
algemeeaen afkeer veiwekKm, deed ondei de Porlugeeche Ingezetenen 
een mIuw beraamde zamen/.wering tegen de Hollandere ooBtaau, die 
op het punt was van te gelukken, toen een Joodache geneesheer haar 
dooi bet Hchrijven van cen naamJoozen brief aan den dagbracbt," etc. 

" Neteeher, l. c. p. 153. : " Mais on parvlut enlhi en 

Hullunde, A ne procurer, par un Juif qui demeurail & Lkbonne, le 
moyen d'iiilercepter quelques lettree du roi, qui pruuv^rentau sou- 
Ibvemeut daDH le Brfttfl." (Ces letlreti Be troiivent aiix Aroh du Roy., 
LlaBM liid. Ocu. IM7 et 1648.) 

"VJ. ibid, C. c, p. \M : 8ee alBO Letttv de Jualif. de Qarstinan aux 
EtatM-gfnfraax rn dixte du j? .Scplcnbrr., 1646. Arch, du nt>y., LiasM 
lud. Ucc. 1045 et 1640. 
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ment, because of the fidelity and courage which that nation had 
on every occasion displayed toward the said Government.' "' 



II. 

Brave Defense of the Jews in Brazil in 1645-1646. 

The best evidence of Jewish loyalty to their lenient Dutch 

rulers was given at a time when the HoUandish Government 

was contending with the Portuguese for the possession of 

Brazil. The numerous conspiracies years previous were only 

a foretaste of what followed and when at last, in the year 1645, 

war actually broke out, our co-religionists lost no time in 

siding with their generous patrons, regardless of consequences. 

Among those that distinguished themselves for their noble 

patriotism and whose co-operation in behalf of the needy and 

distressed won all hearts, was a wealthy Israelite, Abraham 

Coen by name, whose fame is recognized in the following 

verses written in his honor by one of the greatest Portuguese 

Jewish poets of Holland, Don Miguel Levi de Barrios, who 

visited Cayenne^* in 1660 and remained there until 1662 : 

Abraham Coen en el Braml remoto 
del principe Mauticio hall6 el agrado 
prospero y noble, y oy del Rey Empireo 
go^o la luz en ideal palacio. 
Cerco al Braml el lu80 balicoso 
en nueve aflos continuoSj que empegaron 
en el de mU seiscientos y quarenta 
y cinco, contra el valeroso Holandio, 

Y en todos con magnanima grandeza 

el grande Abraham Coen sustento h quantos 

Judlos y Cristianos de su auxilio 

en la miseria atroz neeesitaron. 

Entoncea los Sefloras del Supremo 

Conaejo aohre el Pueblo Bramliano 

vieron del fiel Coen la piedad grande}^ 

^^ Cf. Dr. A. Hahn, in American Jews' Annual for 1886-1887, 
p. 35; see also Isaac de Costa, Israel und die Voelker (Frankfort o. 
M., 1866), p. 319 ; and Dr. Z. Frankel, in his Monataachrift, vol. XII, 
(1863), p. 323. 

** Cf. Kayserling^s Sephardim^ Bomanische Poesien der Juden 
in Spanien (Leipzig 1869) p. 266; P. A. J, H, S., No. 3, p. 18. 

^^ P, A, J. H, S,y l. c, p. 15, note. Jacob Coen, Abraham's eldest 
son, was afterwards appointed **Contador Mayor,'' Receiver— General 
of Duke Moritz of Nassau. Cf. ib, I, c. 



Dr. Hahn informs ns that " in the perilous times of 1645 and 
1648 great services were rendered to the government by the 
Portuguese family of Cohen in furnishing ammunition and pro- 



The Portuguese besieged Recife, near Pernambuco, whicli 
boasted of a large Jewish population (among them several fine 
scholars: David Senior Coronel, Dr. Abraham de Mercado, 
Jahacob Mucate, Ishac Castauho and others)" and the inhabit- 
ants thus deprived of every possible communication, endured 
much suffering. The Jews, encouraged by their learned and 
eloquent Rabbi Isaac Aboab, the friend of Menasse ben Israel, 
bore their tribulations bravely, and though almost famished for 
want of nourishment, defended the fort with such remarkable 
skill and heroism, as to evoke the praise and gratitude of the 
Government. Had it not been for the dauntless resistance 
offered by them, the garrison would have been compelled 
to surrender. 

Aboab commemorated his thrilling experiences of war in 
the introductory chapter of his Hebrew version of Abraham 
Cohen Herrera's Porta Coeli (Sha'ar Ha'shamayim) which 
he began to translate in June, 1655 (22nd of Siwan 5415). 
Besides this, he wrote nine years before (anno 1646J a poetical 
account of the siege in a work entitled Secher Rab;^* Prayers 
and Confessimis and Supplications, which were composed for 
appealing to God in his trouble and in Ike distress of the Con- 
gregation, when the troops of Portugal overwhelmed them during I 
their sojourn in Brazil in the year 3406 \_1646']. And I have \ 
mused the wonderful works of God to be remembered in songs 
and praises, when he released them from the hands of their ' 
enetnies. It is written in Hebrew. The Ms. is still extant in 
Amsterdam, in possession of the "Arbol de las Vidas" Theo- 

" Cr, American Jew»' Amiaal for 1888-1897. p, AS; le&ac de Coeta, 
I. c, p. 318; Bee also Hon. Oscar 8. Straus's addrtisH in P. A. J. H. S., 
N0.3, p- 3. 

" Bee Knyserliug lu P. A. J. H. S.. I. c. p. 14 ; Graetz, HvOory 
of the Jeti'H (Iilugl. tratiHl.) vol. IV. p. 6S3. 

'" Bm run partiuulaTB concerning this work in uur study on £iir(|r 
JewUli Literature in America, P. A. J. U. S., No. 3, pp. lOfi, IM 
18U, No. !), and Dr. Kay set ling's paper, ibid. I. c, p. 16. 



logical Society." The part played by the Jews in the defense 
of the colony is described by eminent Jewish and Christian 
historians." Dr. Kayserling's and Prof. Graetz's accounts are 
worth citing in extenso. The former, who is engaged in copying 
this earliest specimens of American Jewish literature, the work 
of Isaac Aboab, for the American Jewish Historical Society, 
writes as follows: "Aboab became Chachani (Chief) of the 
congregation in Recife, which would have become one of the 
largest and richest, had it not been hindered in its develop- 
ment by the disturbances of war; it was dissolved after a short 
existence. The new settlers enjoyed tranquility only for a 
few years, for already in 1645 the sanguinary struggles, for 
the possession of the colony, between the Portuguese and the 
Hollanders began. The Jews stood faithfully on the side of 
the Hollanders, who had granted them perfect equality, and 
distinguished themselves by courage and heroism, as well as 
by succor to the distressed. During the war Abraham Coen, 
a rich and high-minded man of Amsterdam, who was in great 
favor with Duke Moritz of Nassau, supported Jews and Chris- 
tians in such a magnanimous way that the Supreme Council 
of the Brazilian people looked with admiration at the great 
work of mercy. Isaac Aboab faithfully discharged the duties 
of his office; he ordered days of fasting and prayer, and his 
fiery speeches encouraged his co-religionists to perseverance 
and devotion. It was a fierce struggle of nine years which 
brought much suffering on the Jews. Recife was besieged 
and the garrison decimated by hunger. ' Many of the Jewish 
immigrants were killed by the enemy, many died of hunger. 
The remainder were exposed to death from similar causes. 
Those who had been accustomed to delicacies were glad to be 
able to satisfy their hunger with dry bread; soon they could 
not obtain even this; they were in want of everything, and 
were preserved alive as by a miracle.' " 

'"Cr. ;. c, p. 16, Nu. 3. 

'" Cf. Van Karapen, GcachiGhte der Niederlande, vol. II, p. 130 ; 
apad Ftankel, Monntuschr^t, vol. XII (1S68), p. 324; Koenen'a 
Qeichjedenw der Joden in Nederland (Utrecht, 1843) p. 280 sq,; 
iBBAfi da CoHta, Israel und die Voelker {Qetni. ed. by K. Maun, 
Frankfort, A. M., I80S) p. 318 H.; Graetz's HUtary, I. e., p. 69a-4; 
Kayserling, ih., I. c, pp. 17-18. 



Prof. Graetz, still more explicit, writes to the following effect: 
"In 1646, when open war broke out between the Portuguese and 
the Dutch, and the garrison of Recife, exhausted by famine, 
was on the point of surrendering unconditionally, the Jews 
encouraged the governor to brave resistance. A fanatical war 
of race and religion between the Portuguese and the Dutch 
devastated fair Brazil, auda famine ensued. The Jews vied with 
the Dutch in suffering and bravery. Isaac Aboab, the Chacham 
of the Brazil community, paints the suffering of the war, 
which he himself endured, in lurid colors: ' Volumes would 
not siifBce to relate our miseries. The enemy spread over 
field and wood, seeking here for booty and there for life. 
Many of us died, sword in hand, others from want; they now 
rest in cold earth. We survivors were exposed to death in 
every form; those accustomed to luxuries were glad to seize 
mouldy bread to stay their hunger.' 

"At last, the States -General were compelled by Suropean 
wars to surrender the colony to the Portuguese. The devoted 
zeal of the Jews for the political welfare of the Dutch was a 
firm band, never ailerwards dissolved, between them and the 
Republic. The toleration and equal position of Jews in the 
Netherlands were ensured forever." 

Southey relates {Hhlory of Brazil, Vol. II, p. 241; apud 
Koenen's Geschiedenis, p. 281), that when the Dutch in Recife 
were besieged the second time," the Jews manifested much 
courage and bravery in its defense. One of the Pintos (Jewish 
stock also in Surinam, where Isaac Pinto, a member of this 
family, likewise displayed zeal and heroism in resisting the 
enemy), is said to have manned the fort Dos Affrogados single 
handed, until, overwhelmetl by superior force, he was com- 
pelled to surrender. 

' ■ In the wars of the Dutch against the Spaniards, ' ' says Dr. 
A. Hahn, "one of the Pintos was killed at his post while 
bravely defending one of the fortresses. ' ' His death is nowhere 
else recorded, however." 

" Of. S-Mithey'a HUfoiTi of BrazU, Vol. H, pp. 203-230; Van 
Kumpeu, Omc/iic/tle der Nietlerlande, Vol. 11, pp. 120-122; also ths 
■mme writer's Uamhitidmi* dcr Nederlandera builen Earopa; leaaa 
de CoHta, op. <*,, p. BIB, 

••Stwlbo Amerimii Jtw»' Annuiil fur 188B-I8S7, p.«o. 
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• 

The supremacy of the United Provinces now came to an end 
in America. On the 23d of January, 1654, Recife, together 
with the neighboring cities of Mauritsstad, Parayba, Itamarica, 
Seara, and other HoUandish possessions, was ceded to the 
Portuguese conquerors, with the condition that a general 
amnesty be granted. (Koenen, /. r., p. 282). Although, as 
Netscher*' remarks, this stipulation was agreed upon, and the 
Jews, who were loyal supporters of Holland, were promised 
every consideration, the Portuguese governor, heeding the 
treacherous advice of jealous persons, ordered the Jews to quit 
Brazil at once. It must be admitted, in justice to Portugal, 
that he treated them kindly, inasmuch as he placed at their dis- 
posal sixteen vessels to carry them and their property any- 
where they chose, and furnished them with passports and safe- 
guards. Thus after a residence of several decades, Aboab, 
Aguilar, the Nassys, Pereiras, the Mezas, Abraham de Castro, 
Josua Sarfati, both surnamed el Brasil,^^ returned to Amster- 
dam, and many others went to New York, where they formed 
the nucleus of a prosperous colony. They arrived in safety, 
although one of their vessels, attacked by pirates, was rescued 
by the French and escorted to New Holland.*^ 

2' Le% Hollandais au Br^il^ p. 163, ad ann, 1653-1654: ** Une 
amnistie pleine et eutifere 6tait accord^e aux Portugais et aux Juifs, 
qui avaient pris cause pour le gouvernement HoUandais, et les Juifs et 
autres personnes non-catholiques qui resteraient au Br^sil y seraieut 
trait^s de la meme mani^re, qu'au Portugal (ce qui cachait une arriere- 
pens^ digne de Pin tolerance religieuse de ces jours-ia,." Here he adds 
a note which is hardly correct: ** Aujourdhuiil ne se trouvent presque 
pas des Juifs au Br^sil." 

«*Cf. Koenen, L c, p. 282; Kayserling, P, A, J. H, S., No. 3, 
p. 17. 

2^ See the Meaaseph for 1784; op. Jost, Oeschichte der Israeliteriy 
Vol. VIII, pp. 241-242; Da Costa, Israel und Die Voelker^ I, c, pp. 
321-322; Dr. Hahn in The American Jews^ Annual (1886-1887) p. 36; 
Rev. E. M. Myers^ The Centurial (New York, 1890), p. 105; P. A, J, 
H, S,y No. 2, p. 99. More fully in our paper on Early Jeivish Litera- 
ture in America^ I, c, p. 138-139. 



Samuel Nassy of Surinam. 



Not all the Jews, who were by royal order expelled from 
Brazil in 1654, when the Dutch possessions in South America 
were ceded to Portugal, left their adopted country, where they, 
for a brief span of years enjoyed all the privileges of their 
fellowraen. Many were so much attached to American soil 
that they dared remain, despite the edict of banishment, in 
Brazil aud elsewhere. 

In Dutch Guiana, a thrifty colony was formed as early as 
1644," two years after the influx and settlement of Amsterdam 
Jews in Brazil under Aboab and Aguilar. These were un- 
doubtedly the original colonists of Brazil. This colony soon 
increased by a second settlement of Jews hailiug, likewise, from 
Brazil, who were undoubtedly persuaded to migrate thither by 
their Dutch coreligionists in Cayenne. The President of the West 
Indian Company, recognizing their influence as a commercial 
and political body, granted a most liberal charter of rights" in 
1659 (September tath), wherein freedom of thought, and 
liberty of conscience and worship were duly accorded to them 
through their able representative, David Nassy, a native Bra- 
zilian, who, by force of his personality, culture and intelligence, 
was destined to play a most important part in the political and 
social development of this and other colonies subsequently 
formed in the Guianas So enticing was this generous pro- 
gramme, that already in the following year. 1660, 152 JewSj 

* Cf. K<wnen'B OeaahiedenU der Joden in Nederland, 
Dr. M. KayBerllDg, Sephardim, RomanUche PoeeUn der Juden i 
Spanien, (Luip/ig, 185S), p. 26.5. 

" The Dutch lext of thU valuable document U published lu thai 
Swai Sutorique »w la Ootonie Surinam, Paramaribo 1T8H [Ameter-I 
dam irai]. Vol. II, pp. 118-12:; and in Knenen's work ou the i/iMoryl 
of the Jcw» in Holland, I. c, pp. 460-16(1. The preaeut writer intendsl 
to reprlut the original text with un Englihh trail Hlutiim lu the P. . 
J. If. S.; cf. hifl paper on Early Jeimnh Lilerntitre in America in thcj 
AiMfooCiom Nt>. ti{,\^m). p. 104. 13tl, 187. 
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of both sexes,** embarked at Livomo, Italy,** bound for the 
land of freedom, where they arrived in the ship Monte del 
Cisne^ having set sail on the memorable 9th day of Ab (August) 
1660, in order to build up their temple under more favorable 
auspices in another hemisphere."® 

Among their number was the famous Spanish poet and 
historian De Barrios (see above), to whom we owe many 
important items of early American Jewish history. His visit 
to America was not a happy one, for shortly after his arrival 
his wife, Deborah, died in Tabago (West Indies)." 

The continuous wars between Holland and Portugal caused 
the colonists no little grief and annoyance. The frequent 
devastations of the French, too, who were equally zealous and 
greedy for conquest, gave them so much anxiety that they 
decided to transplant the colony to Surinam — a plan which was 
carried out on May 15th, 1664.'* 

As the writer is engaged in compiling an extensive work on 

2^ Of. Kayserling Sephardim^ etc., L c, p. 266; his paper on the 
Earliest Itabbis and Jewish Writers in America^ in P, A. J, H, S,, 
No. 3, p. 18; Koenen, I. c, pp. 283-284. 

^ From this it would appear that the Jews in South America 
were corresponding and perhaps commercially connected with their 
brethren in Italy. We have elsewhere proven that the Marranos in 
Hispafiiola were carrying on an extensive trade between various large 
sea-ports of Italy (see our forthcoming paper on The Jewish Martyrs 
of the Inquisition in South America, to appear in P. ^. J, H, S,, No. 
4, 1895), and that the Jews of Brazil as early as 1636 wrote to Kabbi 
Chayim Sabbathai, of Salonica, in reference to disputes arising in their 
midst concerning Jewish customs and ritual Cf. the notes in our 
study quoted above, P, A, J, If, S., No. 3, pp. 104-105, 137. 

'o Cf. Barrios^ reference at the end of his Opuscula: "EnTlsa 
beab (sic) sali de Liorne afio de 1660 con 152 Almas de Israel en la 
nave Uamada Monte del Cisne para ir apoblar a Cayana conquista de 
Holandeses en America." Koenen, I, c, p. 283, numbers only 112 
passengers, which is evidently erroneous. Cf. also Kayserling, 
Sephardim, etc., p. 266, note 1 ; 355, n. 402; P. A, J, H. S., No. 3, p. 18. 

*i Cf. Kayserling Sephardim, I, c, and P. A, J. H, S., 3, p. 18; see 
more fully in my paper on a Contribution to the History of the Jews 
in the Islands of St, Thomas, Jamaica and Barbadoes, to appear in 
P.A.J, jy. i^., No. 4. 

** See Koenen's Oeschiedenis, p. 284. The date 1654, there given is 
probably a misprint for 1664. 
2 



tlie Jews of Stirinam he refrains now from entering into details 
concerning tlieir early career. Suffice it to say that the spirit 
of their Dutch masters followed them thenceforth for more than 
a century and a half. The English government then ruling 
the colony, true to their traditional standard of tolerance ever 
since the days of Cromwell and Menasseh ben Israel, endowed 
them with equal civil rights and granted them not only full 
exercise of their religion, but excused them from public and 
military service on the Sabbath day. The document is a 
precious chapter in the history of religious liberty in America. 
It was published recently by the present writer." Without 
further prolegomena, we desire to introduce one of the members 
of the famous family of Nassy, all of whom fully deserved the 
distinction of nobility implied in their name," for their bravery 
and statesmanship. 

History records the estimable services of Samuel Nassy, who 
but for some unlucky circumstance would have occupied the 
highest official position in Surinam. De Barrios, who prq[)ably 
knew him personally, remembers him in the following words: 
" Dfl pueblo de Sariilam Samui'l Nasi (sic) Senorea El roraftfn 
fen los clones y et eslitdio ton la cieneia."^ Dr. Kayserling, in a. 
recent article says: ' ' Of great influence upon the free develop- 
ment of the colony, as on the condition of the Jewish inhabi- 
tants, was the activity of Samuel Nasi, a talented and scientific- 
ally trained man, who is designated as ' Citizens' Captain, ' and 
was a candidate for the position of governor."** It is said thai 

" Cf. Appendix II to iny paper on Early JeivUh lAlerature 4m' 
Atiierioa, P. A. J. H. A'., No. :i, pp. H5-I47. cf. also pp. 125-132 whew 
Bume polnta in their blstory are given. 

" Dr. E. Carmoly, in his essay ou Don Joeeph Nasi, Due ds. 
Naxo» (BruflBelB, 1855), traces the relatioushlp of this eminent penoo^j 
age even to Americau shores, where the Naaia tlouriBhed. The wi 
Nust In Hebrew indicates cblef, or prince. See also Fuerst'ft OripnfJ 
XII (1861-2). p. 335; SlelMscbneider'a Hammagkir, II (1859), 

*" See Don Miguel Levi de Barrioa, Arbnl de laa Vidas, p. 
«pud KHyserling, In F. A. J. H. S., So. 3, p. 18, note 2. 

** Cf. Ksysetllng, ib., I. c; and his arlide: Die Juden in 
nam, pulillsbed In Frankel's Moiutfsschrifi Jur die Geschichte 
WUnrmchap. de» Judenlhume, Vol. VIII, (1859). p. 207; alao V( 
8lji«UBteln, Beachrijvinff van SuHname, klstarUch-geographx 
ttnlitlisoh overzifft. Uii o^eieU Bronnen bijeengebroffl (Oi 
18M,) p. 2li. 
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Governor Aerssens, with whom the Jews of Surinam had some 
little difi&culty," sealed a treaty of peace with the Indians, who 
molested the early settlers quite often, and in order to make it 
of a more durable character, he formed an alliance with the 
chieftain's daughter.*® While he lived there was no disturb- 
ance at all, but almost immediately after his death, the savage 
tribes returned to their former aggressive attitude and made a 
furious onslaught on the colony. With the help of the Jewish 
inhabitants, who were headed by Captain Samuel Nassy, the 
Indians were promptly repulsed. *• 

Nassy soon acquired influence--and prominence among his 
co-religionists in particular. He strove to introduce a few 
necessary reforms in ritual and ceremony— -the first traces of 
the reform movement in America — especially in the abrogation 
of certain festivals which were perhaps too burdensome to the 
community. It seems, however, that in this he met with con- 
siderable opposition, although he had the sanction and support 
of the Rabbis in Amsterdam, with whom he corresponded.*" 
The authority with which he was vested by reason of his 
executive ability and earnest zeal soon diminished with the 
arrival of the newly appointed governor, Heer Van Scherpen- 
huizen, the successor of Aerssens,*^ a fact which tended much to 
embitter his days and aroused sharp controversy between him 
and his rival. He had the satisfaction of being instrumental 
in his recall soon after his accession.*^ 

'^ See Koenen^s Oeachiedenis der Joden^ etc., pp. 291-92. 

^ Cf. ibidy I. c, p. 293; Essai ffistorique sur la Colonic Surinam, 
etc., Vol. I, p. 42. 

^ Koeuen, L c: ** Zij werden vooral door de Joden, aan wier hoofd 
zich als Kapiteiu Samuel Nassy bevond, teruggedreven." 

*^ Koenen, L c, says: " Deze Nassy verkreeg van tijd tot tijd veel 
invloed on der zijne geloofsgenooten, en trachtte eenige hervor- 
mingen bij hen tot stand te brengen, in zonderheid met opzicht tot 
hunne zoo menigvaldige feestdagen; doch hij vond daarin niet weinig 
tegenwerkiDg, ofschoon liij door brieven der Amsterdamsche Rabbi- 
jnen werd ondersteuud." 

*' Koenen, I. c: ** Zijn gezag verminderde zeer, toen de Kolonie op 
nieuw een Bewindhebber verkreeg in den Heer Van Scherpenhuizen, 
die Aerssens in het bestuur opvolgde." 

*2 See Kayserling, in MonaUschrift, I, c. Vol., VIII, p. 207: 
^^ Samuel {Cohen) Nasi wird aXiS Biirger-Capitaen bezeichnet und trieb 
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Nassy flattered himself that his personal iufluence was neces- 
sary to the welfare and prosperity of the colony. And he was 
right. -The Jews relied so implicitly upon his counsels and 
were so certain that he wonld be proclaimed governor, for he 
enjoyed the esteem of Jew and Gentile alike, that it was an 
unpleasant shock to them all when quite another person, com- 
paratively unknown, was chosen in his stead. It is, therefore, 
not surprising that Samuel Nassy, seeing the loss of his public 
prestige, thought fit to betake himself to Amsterdam, unwilling 
to remain in a country which owed all its present affluence to 
his sterling honesty and wise management, and was yet so slow 
in showing its gratitude to the able state,sman. His disappoint- 
ment and dissatisfaction in not succeeding Heer Van Sonimds- 
dyk as governor infected the whole Jewish community. The 
rupture which eventually followed between the Jews and 
Governor Scherpenhuizen resulted in the latter's removal, 
This was chiefly occasioned by the unfriendly treatment of the 
Jews at the governor's hands, who, seeing in them only the 
partisans of his former rival, took care to harrass them with 
unjust taxation. This exasperated them so much that they 
lodged a complaint against him with Baron de Belmonte and 
their "Citizens' Captain " Samuel Nassy, both in Amsterdam, 
and demanded the immediate recall of their prejudiced governor 
from the State- Council. Strangely enough, Nassy 's influence 

uicht alkin die ateta wieder ueueinbrechendeu ludianer niitatarkeOL 
Arm Kuriick, soDdern bewirkle aueb, dass der ueu ernanuto> 
Gouveriietir Jan (Juhanu) van Bi^burphufseii vun aeluem PoBt«B. 
abberureu wutde." Cf. also Isaac de Coeta'tt work, op. oil., p- 3^1. 

" See Kueuen'B Oesohiedeiiu, eUt., p. 294: " Ongelukkig ontatond 
er eeu echerpe nsijver lUBHclien deu nieuweu Gouverneur en Samuei 
Naiwy, die v66r /.ijoe koiuat bijkanH ulle gezug lu ^ich vereeujgd had, 
en wellicbt had gehoopt den Heer Van S-immeladyk in het beetuur 
te lullen opvolgeu; ten gevolge waarvau bij goedvoud de nieuw 
wereld te verlaten, en eich ouder zijne broedereu te Amattirdam W 
gaan uederzetteu. Ook naxijn vertrek bleerdt; jspanulngtiisacbend* 
hoofd<.'u der laiaeliliache bevoiking en deu Heer Van Si.'herf)euhnfxen 
voortduren, zoodat de eeraten slob blj deii Baron de Belmoule en 
Bamuel Nawy tv Anialerdam over hem beklaagden, hurt bijetaod 
verntK-bteu. en de lenigroepiug vau deu Bewiudbebber op die w(j» 
wltttuH te bewerken. HJj werd Id 1696 venangen door PauJua Vim 
Der Veen, en deze up z^ne beurt iu 1706 door Wlllem de Oooyer." 



was still powerful, for he was replaced, in 1696, by another 

g:ovemor, Paulus vau der Veen by name, shortly after the 
petition was filed. Scherpenhuizen embarked for Holland. 
Having been taken prisoner by the French on his way thither, 
he arrived there only after several months. Hardly had he 
landed at Amsterdam, before he was arraigned by Samuel Nassy 
before the civil court and he was compelled to vindicate his 
conduct." The record of that trial and defen.se, in which Nassy 
took a leading part, is still extant, published in 1697,*' 



IV. 

; OF THE Jews in Surinam Against the French in 

1689 AND 1712. 

The loyalty of the Jews to their new settlement is iin- 

ralleled in American history. Every emergency found them 

•ady to show their allegiance to Holland. Thus, when in 

6689, a French fleet, under Admiral Cassard, made a sudden 

Iflttack on the colony, they were met with brave resistence by 

" Cp. Dr. M. KayBerliug'8 sketch on "The Jews of Surinam," in 
MoimUachrlft, t. c, p. 207: " Ehe noch St^harphuiMin auf Surinam 
landete, hatte Samuel Naai die Kolonle verlasHen. NhhI koante es 
xUcht ertnigen, einen audem Maun in der Stettuug zu seheu, welcbe 
er selbst zu erlangen boffte und welche er, vermocge eelner dem Laude 
erwieseueu Dleuste uud Fiihigkeiteu mit Recbt beaospruchen konnte. 
Er verlicBB Surinam und schiOte aich uach Amsterdam ein. In 
Folge der Mitbewtibuug desjudeu um die Guuverneurs telle halte 
ScharphulzeD die jiidiscbeu Koluuisten mit weniger Freundlichkeit 
behandelt und eie taoeher beateuert ajs die uebrigeu Bewuhner der 
Koloule, BodaBsjene bel dem Grafea de Belmonteundihrem Biirger- 
Capitun Samuel Nasi Klage fiihrten und die Ruckl>erufung dea 
Oouverneurs aufe driugenete von der Regieruug verlangten. Wirk- 
lich wurde ein anderer Gouverneur in der Pereon dea Paulus vau der 
Veen tiestellt. Scbarphuizenechim^sichnach tlollaudein; unterwega 
von den Fiauzoaen zum Gefaiigenen gemacht, gelangte er erat uach 
mehreron Monaten In die Heiniat. Kaum aber in Amsterdam 
angekonuueu, wurde er von Nasi vor (jericht gefordert und gezwungen 
aicb oeffeutlioh zu vertheidigen." 

" Punten en articulen, und Bericht en antwoord van den Oou- 
vertieur Jan van SoherpenhwUen. (Amsterdam, 1697,) It would be 
very interesting to have a copy of this important trial, In which 
Samuel Noasy figured no prominently. 



the Jews. Van Chattillon, son of the previous governor, dis- 
played great hei^oisni on this occasion." Two Dutch historians 
make mention of the valor of the Jews. Verburg and Fr. 
Holf. Merkurivis relate in their His/ories of the East and West 
Indies, that "after the death of Governor Aersen (.sic) and the 
arrival of the new representative Scherjjenhuizen, word was 
received that a French fleet was nearing Snrinam. All soldiers 
and sailors were ordered out and summoned to appear at the 
fort. The call was obeyed by the Jews, of whom there were 
many in Suruiam, and despite the fact that it was a Sabbath- 
day, they fought valiantly for their colony. Two letters 
eulogizing their action in the matter were sent to the Society 
Felix Libertaie, by a worthy citizen, H. L. Bromet, who lived 
for many years in Surinam." " 

" Cf. Koeaen, I. c, p. 29.S-294 : " De Jodeu van Huriuam 
bewezen de Kolouie wederom groote dienBten, toen y,ij iu den jare 
lost) eenen aauval te verdureii had vau het Frausche Eskader, onder 
bev(;l van Ana vWtvoogd Cattaard; iu welke verdedlgiug de Ueer Van 
ChatUlon, zoon vau den vorigen Bewi'udhebber, zich bijzouder on- 
deracheldde." See aleo Isaac de CoHta'e Israel und die i'oelker (16S5), 
p. 321; FranJie! iu hie MonalMschHft, vol. XII {\m'i), p. 382. Bevue ' 
de» £tude» Juivea, Vol. IV (1882), p. 131. 

"Dr. E. Carmoly, iu a brief note entitled; "PatriotismuB der 
Juden in Surluam," published in Dr. Leopold Loew'a journal, Ben 
Chanat0a (Bzegediu, 1861), Vol. IV, No. 20, p. 178, n. 37, writes: 
"Niemand wird ihueu den Ruhm otreitig macben, uicht nut ibre 
Siildateudienste zu tbuu, soudern aucb bei Zuegen gegeu Ihre in die 
WiLlder geflobene Bklaveu ihie Bellgionageaetze den luteicaBe ihrer 
Buergerpfliciiten nachzusetwu; sugar abergliiubiBufae Juden weideu ei 
Ihneu nleht als Sueude auzeichueu. Mau sehe davim eiueu Bewele In 
Verburg'8 O [sf] en W[esi] Ind. Oe*chied [eiiw], 11 D. 8, Q/ri6<a(cA,86 
houlUd. i 4a, V. d. J. Itt89, und Fr. Holf. Merkuriue 40 I), wo ereahtt , 
wird, daw, da uacb dem Tode dea Gouveroeur Aeiseu (sic) der BevoU- 
miichttgte Scherphuizen bei seiner Ankunft iu Surinam die Nach- i 
rieht von der Auuuheruug der rranzueelHcheu Flotte erhalten bab6i 
Migleich alls Buldateu, nebsi den iMatrosen und den Biirgeru auf daa 
ICaslell erbolen uud diesem Befebl Geboreani geleiatet worden aei, 
Helbet von den Judeii, deren viele in Surinam wobuen, ungeachiet 
HB Sabbat war. Am'b hat man durueber nwei sehr scboeue Briefe an 
die UeBellHi-baH: /■'elir lAbertute vou dem kueudigen Burger H. L, 
Brumet der 20 Jabre laug In Burlnam wolmte." These lett«ra may 
yel be exUkUt in the titate library at AmHterdam, where man)' 
documents on Surinam are preserved. 



The colony, unmolested by strife and war, soon began to 
thrive and prosper. Their respite was of short duration, how- 
ever, for already in in 1712, Admiral Cassard, at the head of 
another powerful squadron advanced upon the settlement. A 
fierce attack made in June, 1712, was manfully repulsed. In 
October of the same year, Cassard's fleet again appeared on the 
coast, and endeavored to sail up the Commawine River. The 
inhabitants, and particularly the Jews, tinder Captain Isaac 
Pinto " offered a stubborn resistance, and although they fought 
valiantly, they could not prevent the enemy from lauding, 
bombarding the city of Paramaribo, and devastating the country. 
The treaty of Utrecht sealed soon after between the French 
and Dutch put an end to these vagaries." 

A recent writer on American Jewish history says: "In the 
war against the French in 1689, members of the families Pinto 

L«3a Fonsera (read Fonseca). Arias. Naar, De Brito and D'Avilar 

I fought valiantly."" 

e my paper in the P. A. J. IT. S., No. 3, p. 121, note 1; also 
« des Miidea Juiveg. Vol. IV (1882), p. 131. 

"See Van Kampeu, Oe»ohied€7iU der Nederlanders huiten Eu- 
Wopa, Dl. II, bl. 416-420; apud Koenen'a Oeschiedenis, etc., p. :;94-495: 
~ e Kolonie was van jaar lot jaat in bloei en welstand toegenomen, 
^rt de heitzame hervormiugeu van AersHenn hare taliljke vruohten 
Ifb^oonen af te werpun. Geen wonder, dat ire opkoinende welvaart 
de FranBcheii, die up dat paa met de Republiek in oorlog witren, 
geweldjg m de oogen etak. lu Junij desJaarB 171^ waagden zij 
een vrij hevigen aanval, die et-hter manmoedig werd afgesJagen. 
In October verscheen de Fransehe vlootvoogd Cassard op nieuw voor 
de kUBt, en trachte da rivier Commawine Mnsen te iteilen. De lo- 
gezeteneu, in /onderheid de joden onder hun Kapiteiu Isaac Pintu, 
boden een hardnekkigea wedet^tand, docb koudea niet beletten, 
dat de vijand bet land afliep, de etad Paramaribo tiombardeerde, en 
de volkplautiug op een gruw/.ame wija brandac.hattede. Kort daarop 
werd de vrede van Utrecht gealoten, waardoor de Kolonie van dezen 
vijand gelukkig voor het vervolg verlost werd." See also Dr. Kay- 
! serling. In the MonataachrifC, I. c, p. 208. Ills remarks being sutietan- 
I'tlally the same, we forbear citing in fUU. 

"Cp. Dr. A. Hahn'B article on PHmitive Jemieh SoUl^nenta in 

^America, in the Amerioan Jewn' Animal for 1886-1887, p, 36; also 

.C de Costa, op. cj(., p. 321: lifvue de« Etudes Juices, Vol. IV (1882), 

I'e are inclined to tliink that the rumilies mentioned, dis- 

Inguiabed themselves in subsequent engagements in Surinam, during 

Bthe negro revolts of which we shall speak is the next rubric. 




BUPPBESSION OF NEQBO-REVOLTS BY THE JEWB OF SURINAM 
(1680-1772.) 

Hardly were the colonists freed from the depredations of the 
French before danger menaced them from another direction. 
An anonymous writer, cited by Hannah Adams," says: "The 
gjeat check to the prosperity of Surinam has arisen from the 
inhabitants being exposed to the invasion and lawlessness of 
the Maroons, or runaway negroes, who have formed several 
communities in the inaccessible parts of the woods, and were 
the most implacable and cruel enemies of the colonists. The 
Jewish mililia have often signalised themselves against them, 
and have been of great use to the colony; one-third of whom 
were of this (Jewish) nation." 

Already in the year 1690 the negro slaves on the plantation 
of a wealthy Jewish landowner, Machado, rebelled again.'rt their 
master and murdered him. Governor Scharplmizen. who en- 
tertained bitter feelings against the Jews, refused to lend them 
the slightest assistance, so that they were thrown entirely upon 
t their own resources." More than once the Jews, exasperated 

P " Cp. a review of the ifeaj HiatoHque mr In. Cotonie Surinam, 
etc., quoted often iu tbin essay, in the Monllily Revieiu for 17S2; 
Frankel in hia Monatsmlirift, vul, XII (IHliS), p. 3S2 ; aud Himuah 
AdaniB' HUiory of tlie Jews (Boslou, 1810) p. 457. On pp. 455-458, 
A fair resume of the History of the Jews iu Surinam is given. 

" Koenec, ;. c, p. 295: "ReedH in bet jaiir 1690 waren de tilaveD 
t-op de plautagie van eenen rijbea Ixraellet, Machadu gtuaumd, 
I opgeelaau, en badden buu meeeter vermoord. Van toeu af waren 
kde Negern, die kaua zagen oui zioh van huDue beeren le ontslaan, 
[ beguDDeu naar de binuenlaudcin te vluehlen, alwaar zlj ^tich iu d^ 
I boflwheii ncBtelUen. De Gouvenieur Vati ScherpeuhuiKcu voud uiet 
I goed, d(>n Judea b^ dergeljjke gelegeubedeu eeuigea bljutaud te ver- 
^ leeuen, maar beval bun, om up huune eigeue verdediging bedacht 
in. Dit was eeu groote mlaslag ; want, eeusdeels te«rde blj 
I daarduur de iHraelittsi^be bevolklug xiub onderlliig tot bare eigeue 
f. baud having te verbiudeu, betgeeo licbl^lljk voor de Christeneu 
) eeulgo l)utHing gevaarlijk bad kuutieu wurdeu; aaderdeela Met 
I mj doardoor langKameibaad et^ue macbt opkomen, die guHjk de 
I ATvarlng geleeid beeft, nlet elechts voor de rust en velllgbeid, 
lt voor bet l)etilaau der volkplanting zelve hoogstgevaarlijfc moeet 
(•IrordeD." Cp. also Koyaerling, I. c, p. 208. 
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by the governor's neglect, took matters into their own hands, 

and defended themselves with great success. The negroes, 
nothing daunted by this spirited show of resistance assumed a 
still more threatening attitude, their numbers, and hence their 
auc!acity, increasing more and more each day. The natives 
knowing full well that their advantage lay in their endurance 
of climate and similar local circumstances, understood how to 
utilize the fact to their benefit, and during the following years 
harassed the colony veiry much. This state of affairs, how- 
ever, could not last !ong. In 1730 a desperate effort was made 
by the Jewish militia, which was determined to punish the 
slaves, under the lead of an under-officer followed by fourteen 
volunteers and thirty-six negroes. They exhibited no little 
courage and bravery in the taking possession and guard of an 
important post situated in the vicinity of the devastated negro 
villages." This determined stand of the Jews did not, by any 
means, intimidate the lawless hordes who were intent upon re- 
bellion and plunder. On the contrary it only roused their anger 
all the more. In 1731 it was again deemed imperative to check 
their depredations. The Citizens' Captain Boe])& and the 
spirited David Nassy, (who more than any one else before 
and after him worked for the prosperity of Surinam) were 
chosen leaders of this campaign. David Nassy is described by 
historians as a man of power and integrity. He is said to have 
drilled the negro slaves on his plantation so thoroughly for such 
enterprises, that his co-operation was of the utmost ne- 
cessity. He was the nephew of David Nassy who first settled 
in Surinam and received (in 1659), the famous charter of 
privileges to settle in Cayenne.** (See above.) It seems that 
he entertained friendly relations with his negro slaves who, in 
1717 were offered perfect freedom by the Political Council 

" Koenen, I. c, pp. 295-296: " De Joden vetdedigdea zich meer 

dan eenmaal net goed gevolg Evenwel deed men in 1730 

eene krachtvoUc poglng, bij welke zich eene JoodHche compagnie, 
onder aauvoering van eeu OuderoOicier met veertien blaukeu en zea- 
en-dertlg Negers, ondetscheldde duor het bezetten en liewaken van 
een belankrijken post, na het verwoestea van de gebnchten der Boscb- 
negers." Cp. also Kayeerling, I. c, p. 208. 

" Up. EayseiUng in MonaiaachH^t, I. c, p. 208. 



{Raad van PoliHe) if they volunteered to fight against the Ma- 
roons, who made frequent assaults on the colonists. Already 
in the year 1718, Nassy enlisted in the Jewish Corps, com- 
manded by Captain Jacob D'Avilar, and distinguished himself 
in a combat of a similar nature. So impetuous and brave was 
he in battle that he was speedily promoted from a regular to 
the ofEce of I,ieutenant, and later to that of Captain of the 
Jewish Citizens' Company {Kapitcin der Joodsche burger com- 
pagnie). He was, therefore, well qualified by dint of personal 
bravery and diplomatic skill to take so important a part in the 
expedition against the Maroons. 

In the present campaign he was not less fortunate and 
heroic. Undaunted by the treacherous trick of Boeyfi, who 
abandoned him in the middle of the fray, he attacked the foe 
in their own retreats, killed several and took as many more 
prisoners. Boeyfi, who was his envious rival, fearful perhaps 
of the consequences of his own cowardice, accused Nassy of 
indiscretion and disobedience, but so universal was the esteem 
and sympathy felt for the latter, who had before earned laurels 
on the field and was thought incapable of such folly, that h| 
had but little difficulty in proving his innocence. The result 
was that Nassy was honorably acquitted, whilst his jealous 
rival, the real culprit, was duly punished. He added to his 
fame most decisively by this new stroke of bravery and military 
prowess and had the honor of being praised and glorified by the 
Spanish -Jewish poetess Benvenida Bdmonte,^ who composed a 
fitting eulogy in verse on his deeds of valor." Nassy was the 

"• Koeueo, t. e., \i. 297, has erroueouely Ben. Venida del Monte— t. 
name unknown iu S pa niah -Jewish literature. Dr. Kayeerling, i, c, 
p, 'MS, uute H, eorrei^ta the mistake, and identities him with the same 
authoress, who wrote iu praise of the Spanish trauslatiun of the 
Psalter by Daniel Israel Lopes Laguaa, of Jamaica. Cp. the preoent 
writer's papers on Early Jeivieh Liter (Uure in America, in 
P. A. J. H. S., Nu. 3, p. 110-11L>! 140-141; and JewUh Mart^rt of the 
/nquisHion in South Ajjia^a. In P. A . J. H. S., Ho. 4. (18&6) when 
full refereueea are giveu ou this Tamoua Amertcan-8bei)hardlc poet. 

"See Itoenen's Oaichiedenin l. c, p. 296-297: " 

Reeds in 171Shud hij, (David Nasay} ooder bevel van den Joodschen 
Kapll«ln Jut-ub d'Avilar, aan een welgelukten aaueiag van dien aard 
deel geuumeu: ten gevolge van weikeu tiij van Onderofflcler tut 
eemt«u Luiteaant, straka tot Kapitein der Joodsche burKer-compag- 



second South American Jew, whose nobility of character and 

state services were commemorated in Spanish-Jewish hteratiire. 
(Cp. s/ipra, rubric II, on Abraham Coen of Brazil.) His gen- 
eralship and scientific tactics were called into requisition about 
two decades afer his above detailed victory, in another expe- 
dition against the marauding band of negroes, who troubled 
the peace of the colony for nearly a century at various inter- 
vals. As previously noted, in the case of Machado, auno 1690, 
the slaves of another wealthy Jewish planter, Manuel Pereirt, 
rebelled against their master, in 1738, and, thinking to shake 
off the yoke of slavery, cruelly murdered him. Hereupon, 
Isaac Arias, a former officer of the Jewish militia, who lived 
in the victim's neighborhood, sent out a detachment of Jewish 
volunteers, headed by David Nassy and Abraham De Brito, 
to wreak vengeance upon the rebels. The troops remained 
away for six weeks in the enemy's camp,"' and it began to be 
feared that they were utterly routed and destroyed, when the 
company returned, bringing with them the trophies of a most suc- 
cessful onslaught made against the Maroons, namely six hands 
severed from fallen negroes, and forty-seven prisoners of war. 
As a reward for their braverj' every officer received from the 
touncil iRaad) 75 f. (florins?); every citizen (Jewish regular) 
5 f. ; each armed negro 20 f. ; and each colored man who was 
a needy circumstances, 5 f." 



a, Thaue was hij niet minder voorapoedig; en of- 
LOon door Boeye verlat«ii, trot hij den vijand m ztjue woningen aaii; 
veraloeg er velen, en nam een aautal anderen gevangeu. Boey^, die 
den leraelitiBC'hen Hoofdman wegens gebrek aan ondergeBcbiktheid, 
had aangeklaagd, weld zelf geatraft, eu Naaay oogatt^ van dezen 
tocht zno groot eeueu naum in, dat hij dour deu Spaauscta-Joodach^u 
dlchter (tfic) Ben Venidadel Moute (sic) hi flerlijke lofdichten werd 
bezongen eu gevierd." See also Kayeerling, I. c, p. 208. Hja uotee 
baaed on Koenen'sare Dot aa full. 

Van Kampen, in his Qeachiedenia der Nederlanders buiten Ev. 
Dl. Ill, bl. 116, aaya, curloualy enough, that they were away 
lut alx months iofltead of six weeks. 
" Cp. Koeuen, I. c, p. 297: " In 1738 atanden de Negera der plan- 
tagie van den Joodai'hen eigenaar Manuel Pereira op, vermoordeu 
hunnen meester. Hierop zoud laauc Ariaa, voutmalig Ofticier det 
Joodscbe compagule die zijue bezittiugeu in de nabuuracbap had, 



1^' 



Five years later, in 1743, brave old Captain David Nasay, 
w!io had conducted thirty like expeditions against the Maroons, 
sallied forth for the last tinie to fight for his people and, ac- 
cording to some, to die on the battlefield the death of a hero." 
This time lie was arrayed against the Creoles, who by reason 
of their more acute intelligence and culture (having been long 
associated with Europeans) were yet the most dangerous of all 
their foes. Endowed with a noble Macabbean spirit, he fell like 
his ancestor Matathias. in the moment of victory. It was on 
the Day of Atonement that the venerable sage and warrior 
sallied forth to war. It must have been urgent indeed, for 
David Nassy regardless of the solemnity of the festival put 
himself at the head of his trusty men, crossed over the Suri- 
nam River; penetrated further inland; pursued the enemy, set 
their huts ablaze; tore their fruits out of the ground; killed 
many on the spot and dragged about forty slaves along with 
them as captives. Nassy, who had already passed his three 
score years and ten, fell a victim to the treachery of his foes. 
It was told him that the negroes had poisoned all the wells in 
the village, so that he was compelled to turn homeward, in 
order to quench the burning thirst which afflicted him and his 
troops, without awaiting the orders of the Council. This most 

eenige, vrijwilltgera van nljne natie, ooder aanvoerlng van David 
Nassy eo Abraham Dc Brllo, ttgen de Boscbnegers uU. Zes weken 
laug bleer Aeue bende up vlJBudelijkeu grond, zoodut uiemaud wfat 
wat van haar geworden was; doch bij hunne terugkomst bleek bet, 
dut /Ij een allcrvoorspoedigHten aaiival hadden gedaan t«rw1jl z^ de 
afgehuuweue, bandeu van zea geaueuvelde Negera.en iteveH-een-veer- 
tig krijgBgevangenen mtdtvuerdeu. Jtder OHlcier ontving daarop 
van den Itaud vour dezen to<;ht f. 73 ; jeder burger f. 36; elk gewapeiide 
N«ger f. 20, en jeder xwarte die met leven^midduleD belast geweeet 
wufl, r. ter beloonlug," Sto aluo Dr. KayserliDg, ^c, pp. iiO^SD9. 
He dowt not state what the rewurdu were. 

" Cf. Dr. Hahu'sartiiile ou I'rtmiHve JeurUh Settlements in Amer- 
ica, lu The American Jews' Annual for 1888-87, p. 86, who says thKt 
" among tbow who fell ou the b&Itlelfeld was DavJd Naeai, in 1749, 
ul the age of seveuty. That was hie tbtrty-flrBt campaign against 
the French." We are Inclined to believe that this is wrong, for 
earlier bistorlanH (we the Tollowiug note) stjite that he died of a 
broken heart— a victim of slander, t'lirlhermore, he did not fight 
agaluat the French, but tbe Maroons. See also Isaac de Costa, o/>. cU., 
p. »2I. . J 



natural step gave his opponents a good excuse for lodging a 

complaint against him with the authorities, who are usually 
ready to listen to malice and dispute. His defense was scarcely 
heard and he was pronounced guilty. Such wanton ingrati- 
tude the good old soldier hardly expected as a reward for his 
services for the welfare of his fellow-men. Bitter disappoint- 
ment and grief undermined his health. He was seized with 
fever, and soon after at the age of seventy, or thereabouts, 
death released him from his sufferings. With him died the 
flower of the Jewish colony, an Israelite indeed, in whom there 
was no guile. His co-religionist, Isaac Carvalho, was chosen 
Captain of the Jewish Citizens' Company, in his place." 

A few years later, a treaty of peace was made with the 

I Western Maroons, who were getting more and more perilous to 
the safety of the colonists. But a new danger threatened them 

Jfrom another side. In 1749 the Maroons iu the east, known 

Tempali {f) Negroes {Tempati-negers), broke forth in 

tautiny, plundered a plantation completely and carried off all 

^e negro slaves who lived there. This plantation (as in fact 

" Cf. Kueueu, I. 0,, p. 29T-9Sr Vijf jaren later deed dezelfde on- 
vermoeide Israelii (David Nasey), die wel dertlg tochteu t«gen de 
Boschnegers heeft ondeinomeu, ofschoon reeds bejaard, uog eenen 
aanval op bet dorp der kreoolsche Negere, die door hunue meer deie 
bescbavtng en huu omgaog met de Euiope«rs de gevaarlijkute van 
alle waren. Deze atrooptocbt bad plaata up den grooten Verzoeudag 
der Judeu. Zuuder dat zij zlch d<Kir de heillgheid van bet feeat lieteu 
terug huuden, trukben deze, de rivier Butiuame langs, het blnuenland 
in vervotgden deu vljand, staken zijne butten iu viam, rueiden de 
veldvrucbten uit den grond, brachten een aautal Negera om, en 
voerden viertien krijgaagevangenen met zicb. Docb Nuasy weid bet 
siacbtuffer van een list deHvijands, ;Men maakte hem diets, dat de 
waterbronneu door de NegerB vergiftigd waren ; een hij, door gebrek 
aan de noodige verversehiug gedwoogeu, neeml. op zich om tenig de 
keeren, zonder deu last of de orders ven deeu Kaad af te wacbten. 
.Zjjne beuijderH en tegeuetaudere wiHt«n hem deewege bu den Raad in 

kwaad gerucht te brengen; zijne verdediglng werd naauweiljbs 
iDgeLoord; ziju pruees opgemaakt. Dit krenkte deu wakkeren mau 

geweldig, dat bij door eeue icourte werd aangetaat, die hem iu 
den ouderdora van sieventig jaren ten grave eleepte. Na zynen dood 
werd 7.ijn geioofwgeiHxit, Isaac Carvalho, io zijue plaata t«t Kupiteiu 
der Joodsebe bui-ger— compaguie benoemd," Cp. also, Kayseriing, 
I, c, p. 208. 
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all others in Snrinam) belonged to a Jewish land-owna", aod 

was called Aitka. Henceforth the insurrection which origi- 
nated there was named after the Auka-negroes. Against these 
marauders, an expedition, partly under the Christian chief, 
Rijsdorp, and parly in command of the Jewish captain, Moses 
TVaar, was organized and dispatched in 1757. It deser\'es to 
be mentioned, by the way, that this was Naar's seventeenth 
campaign against the Creoles. The result of this undertaking 
was likewise favorable. Naar burned down a whole negro- 
village, made a number of captives, among them being a 
certain Corydon, the leader of the instirrection. For his 
bravery and skilful capture he was presented with a worthy 
gift by the Council." 

We are informed by David J. C. Nasi (or Nassy), the third I 
descendant of the original settler of Surinam, who compiled 
with other intelligent men of his age, an exhaustive and com- 
prehensive chronicle of the Jews in Surinam in French," that ' 

" See Koenen, I. 1;., p. 298-299: " Eeiiige jaren daania werd een I 
. verdragvaiivredemetdemecreomeergevttarlijkwordendeweHlelJjke 
Mamms genloten. Doeh mi vertodiide zich en oleuw gevaar van den , 
kaut der ooHtelijke of Tempati-ueKeiH, die in bet jaar 1749 eeiie plai 
tagie plouderUeu.eu de NegerHlaveu die ziuh aldaar bevonden, met aiefa 
voerdeo. Dezeplantaglebehoordeeeneu JoudHclien elgenaar, eo beetle 
Auka-., van daar bleef aau deite o)mtaiide1iugeu de iiaam van Auka- 
negp-T». Tegen dieu vijand was bet, dat in 1T5T eeu Vxht werd onder- 
tiomen, gedeeltel^k onder den ChrltiteuoverRte RIJHdorp. gedeeltelijk 
onder den Joodechen Kapitein iVacr, die reeds vroeger zeetien maleo ] 
tegen denzetfden vijand opgetrokkeu was. De uitalag 00k van dcse I 
uudeiDemlng was aJlergunetlgat. Naar verbrandde eeu grout Neger- J 
dorp, maakte een aaulal gi:vangeueu, waarouder zieh zekere Corydui 
de belhamel deropHtandelingeu, bevond, en werd voor jA^h niaamoedlg 1 
bedrijr door deo Baad met een aan^ienlljk geK-henk b^ifligd." Hee " 
aim Dr. Kayeerting, I. c, p. 209: " Im Verelu mtt dem oberoten 
Rijsdorp tieliriegte Naar die noch Immer Vtrheeruug auriehteDdeD 
Neger. Er verbraunte eine ihrer groefnien Doerfer, nuhra Ibren 
HHiiptliiig gefangen und wurde wegen »<e)uer an den Tag gelegteo , 
Taprerkeit aueebniich belohnt." 

" See the Eauai HUlrtrique sur la Colonie de Surinam, etc., 1 
maribu, 1T83; Uutcb veralun, Amsterdam, 1791), Vol, I, p. 128. 
thiH rare and valuable work, which waa called forth by the writings of f 
Dohmon the EmanciprUion nf (/le Jf(««, only one copy |in Ihe Brltlait I 
MuHeum) Is known to lie In existence. The writer of these Unea la J 
having the volume* copied lu view of hla ViAory of the Jew In J 
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already in 1750, Moses Naar and Gabriel de La Fatte, in recog- 
nition of their active zeal in suppressing a revolt of the negroes 
in their colony, were presented with silver cups and a vote of 
thanks from the goveminent." 

The fame achieved by his co-religionist, Naar^ so enthused 
and electrified the young and ambitious Isaac Nassy that he 
was eagerly anticipating another outbreak on the part of the 
Maroons, in order to show his courage and reckless heroism. 
The impetuous youth met with a noble, but pathetic end: 

Thinking that against a well-regulated army, however small, 
no valor or charge of the negroes could possibly prevail, he 
hastily collected twelve of his followers upon the rumor of their 
approach; armed his and their most trusty slaves; provided 
himself with the barest necessities of war, sufficient for about 
ten or twelve days, and pursued the retreating foe with an 
ardor which, if imprudent, is at least a virtue in one so young 
and war- thirsty. He was, however, suddenly confronted by a 
much more considerable number of negroes than he reckoned 
upon. His little band stood ground but for a short while. 
Nassy himsely displayed great bravery, and although severely 
wounded by a rifle shot in his right limb, he began to fight 
with a still more marvelous energy in order to rally his terrified 
men and to re-arouse their fleeting courage. But in vain. He 
was captured alive by the sanguinary horde and brutally 
murdered. Two of their chief officers and twenty soldiers fell 
with him on the battlefield.** 

Surinam, See for further references his paper in the P. A. J, H. S.^ 
No. 3, pp. 126-30. It is worthy of mention that this is the first work 
published in Paramaribo. 

^ Cf. Rev. E. M. Myers' Centurial (New York, 1890), p. 117, ad 
ann. 1750. 

** Cp. ^sai Historique aur la Colonie de Surinam^ etc. (Para- 
maribo, 1788), Vol. I, pp. 98, 99; Kuenen, I, c, pp. 299, 300 gives a 
graphic account: ** Zoodanige belooning, de eerzucht 00k van den nog 
jeugdigen Isaac Nassy prikkelende, berokkende dezen moedigen 
jongeling zijn ondergang. Naijverig op de onderscheiding, door 
zynen geloofsgenoot verworven, en wanende, dat de Boschnegers 
tegen een' geregelden aanval geen moed noch kracht wis ten over te 
stellen, verzamelt hij in haast een twaalftal zijner vrienden, wapent 
hunne beste slaven en de zijnen, voorziet zich met een onbeduidenden 
voorraad van krijgsbehoeften en levensmiddelen voor tien of twaalf 



At last, the authorities saw that it was advisable and impera- 
tive again to make a treaty of peace with the relentless Ma- 
roons, or fugitive negroes, {gerlnckle Negers) whose ravages 
for over half a century spread ruin and terror throughout the 
land. Accordingly, on the 23d of May, 1761, peace was es- 
tablished, to last for a good many years, apparently." It was 
not long, however, before hostilities were resumed. In 1772 
the State Council found it imperative to call in the aid of the 
mother country against the Maroons, who grew more audacious 
in proportion as they advanced in culture and education." 
The State General, roused to action by the serious state of 
affairs in the colony, sent a company of 500 men, under com- 
mand of Captain Forgeoud, who had previously shown much 
courage and ingenuity in suppressing a revolt of negroes in the 
Barbary States. Two years later, a series of military posts 
was estabhshed, beginning from the Savannah of the Jeivs to 
the banks of the Commawine River and from there to the' sea. 
Forts, strengthened by means of palisades were constructed 
from plantation to plantation, and when finally peace was 
enforced, the colony was spared from any further molesta- 
tion at tlie hands of the unruly negroes." Koeneu, though very 

dageu en vervoigt al/00 den ojj de vluchtgedreven' vijanil. Doch hlj 
fitutte op e(!U veel grooter ttautftl dun hij bettkend bad. Eeuen lijd 
lung hlelden de blaukea /.k'h nug Htuude. No'xn leide groiit« dapper' 
held aan een dag, en ufuehouu hij evvi genetrschiit in hut reeht«r- 
beeu bekumen bad, diied bij ucig grouts moeitt; urn isijiie lleden te 
hereeuigen eu Luu /hikenden itiinid weder aau te wakkeren. Doch 
te v«rgeefe. Hij werd levend door de Negfrs gevat, eti wteeda&tdlg 
vermourd. WeUlcbt ;<oudeu zij hem ui>g het leven geRjiuard hebbeu, 
t^u einde de voldueuiug te emakuu van /.ieh dixir etn' blaiike te laten 
dienen; maar de wraakiiucht, die ul te bevig in bun wfwuteo bijezeoi 
bloakte, liet hun zeira de/e wrecde burmburiigkeid ulft toe. Z^} 
verluren echter bij deze gelegenbeld een twevial bunner (ip)ierboi>r> 
deu, eu nog wel twlutig gemeeueu." ^ee iilsn Ka,vh<erl)ug, in Monf^»' 
mhriSt, I. c, pp. 201), 210. 

" Cr. Koenen, (. c, p. 300-SOl: ■' Den Z\ wlbu Mei, 1761, werd er j 
eeu vrede met ben gealuteu, die tbaiia een etnde maokte aan da 
gewapende lochten." ett;., etc, ! 

" See K»»ai HUtorifiiin »ur la Coloaie de Siii-inam, et«., Vol, 1, 
p. 180. 

■" cr. Evmi maUiHijue, etc., Vol. t, p. 135; Koenen, t. o., p. SOI- 1 
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fair aod just to the Jews in his History, sees fit to reproach them 

for their unkind treatment of slaves," which, he opines, 
was the chief cause of the rebelHon, lasting over seventy years. 
We are inclined to think that this rebuke is unwarranted, inas- 
much as the rigid Mosaic and Rabbinic laws regarding them, were 
always strictly followed by the Jews and those in Surinam, 
who had men like the family of Nassy at their head, could not 
have trespassed these ordinances. He admitted, however, 
in his summary, that the colony in her defense was always 
deeply indebted to the Jewish militia, and in social and com- 
mercial matters especially beholden to them, for the Jews were 
the cultivators of the marshy and often dangerous soil and the 
masters of commerce, the chief factors of the welfare and pros- 
perity of the settlement," since its foundation. Not desiring 
to anticipate our conclusions in a larger work, we content our- 
selves with saying that nowhere else in the history of America 
is such devotion, disinterestedness and loyalty on the part of 
Jewish citizens so marked, and let us add, so gratefully 
recognized as in the little Dutch Province of Surinam. And 
nowhere else in the New World did the Israelites thrive more 
in culture, learning and religion than in the Jeri-isli Sava?niah 
of Guiana, as their community was called. Small wonder, 
then, in view of their attachment to their Hollandish masters, 
when we hear that in 1785, on the occasion of the reconsecra- 
tion of their synagogue, then 100 years old, the Governor 
Wichers, with all the provincial magistrates and other eminent 
citizens, attended in a body the impressive ceremonies, which 
Bee Koenen, I. c, p. 300: " . . . De afkeer dee verdrukten 
C8 was veel groot«r vooi den Israelitischen meester dau voor den 
Christen planter; en de Jood was harder tegen den armen etaaf, dan 

landgenoot van verachillend geloof." etc. 

" Cf. Koenen, ibid., I. c, p. 300-301: " .... Haasten wij 
[•aas intusBChen, tegenover deze treurlge bedenklngeu de aangenanier 
tipmerking te maken, dat de volkplantmg wegene hare verdediging 
niet mUidei verpUchtingen aau hare Joodsche bevolblng in die dagen 
gehad heeft, dan vroeger wegeus de oorbaarmakiug barer woeate 
gronden, of als het moederland duor de heiteveudigtng van deszelfe 
handet; eu dat dua de Joud in de kolouien duor het beoefeuen vau den 
landbouw en het waainemeQ der landsbeveiliging, die verdieusteu 
verworven heeft, die hem in het Gemeenebest zelve nog echenen te 
ontbreken." 
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are graphically narrated in a little volume published by an eye 

witness.'" And that two Christian philo- Semites wrote beautiful 
verses in Dutch in honor of these festivities, republished by the 
writer, elsewhere." Nor does it now seem strange that the Jews 
loved to glorify their governors, J. G. Wichers," Sir Chas. Green," 
and Abraliam De Veer," in pretty son^and hymns, written in 
Hollandish and Hebrew. These were but poetic tokens of their 
patriotism. As late as 1853, the Tecords inform us of their 
prosperity and constantly growing activity and interest in the 
colony. In that year we find them in the courts (Ellis, Juda, 
Femandes, and others); among thirteen advocates, notaries, 
and procurators, there were seven Jews (Heilbronn, Cola^o, 
Belmonte, de Granada, AbendaEon, etc.); many served in the 
army as captains, lieutenants, colonels, majors, and chaplains. 

'" BMchrijving van de plechtigheden,itevena de tofdichien en gelM- \ 
den vitgenproken op hel eerate Jvhelfeeat van de ^nagogue der I' 
tugeesche JooOache gemeenCe, op de Savatie in de (htonie Sariname^M 
genaamd Zegen En Vrede. \_Berakha Ve-SkaUom'\ op den It denM 
van Wijnmaand 17S6. (AiUHt«idain, Heudrik Willem en CorDeltel 
DroDsberg, 1786), The volume \% described at length in my paper on I 
Early Jewith Literature in America, P. A. J. H. A'., No. 3, pp. 126- \ 
12s, where the Hebrew title is also Kiveo. 

" See the writer's LUerary Oleaniiiga on American Jewish Sit- 
tory. No. II, in the Menorah Monthly for September, 1895 (Vol. XIX), 
pp. 149-152. 

" See S. J.Rudeleom'BZo/san^oj} den blende dag der inhuldiging I 

Iran J, Q. Widherg, gouverneur-generaal ovtr de eolonie v. f 

Suriname, g Juni, 1785. The Ma. of this interesting pamphlet will I 
eoou be printed, with other works of Surinam Jews, In tbea 
French Jewish perlodie&t, Jtfvue dee Etudes Juives, published inf 
Paris. BeealsoP.-i. J.ir.&,No.3, p. 127. 

^ Pteehtigheden,,weugdegezangen en gebeedenin de Hbogd. Joo^% 
tohe Synagogue Neve Salom, te Suriname, op d. dag d. dinhuldig. vai 
Sir entries Green, Oouvemeur-Oeneraal over SurinaTie, opgesteld « 
getongeii d. J. M. De Vries, Vooreanger. (Paramaribo, 1804.) Be 
also P. A. J. H. S., No. 3, p. 130. 

" Bee Plechlige Vreugde Oesangen, en Oebeden, Verriehl in ds I 
Hoogduitsctte leraelUische Sinaffogue Neve Salom. . , 
Sariname, ler geiegenheid, en op den blydendag der Inhiddigit^ J 
wan l!ynen Iloog Edrlen OeMtrengen, Heer Abraham De Veer, Om^\ 
vertieur-Oentraal der gemelde kolonie, — Oezongen door den Erwaair- j 
den Heer Totilas Tall. The Hebrew title and other pardculais m 
given In the writer'i paper, F. A. J. H. S., No. 3, pp. 130-131. 
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In fact they mmister to the public weal in every conceivable 

capacity." In their hands the colony still prospers. Recent 
reports, made by a correspondent of tlie Jewish Chronicle in 
London, are aglow with enthusiasm for the prosperity of their 
now thrifty and intelligent colony, and reassure us of the vigor 
and tenacity of our faith in that distant land. 



KxTRAcra fimui a Lettter of David Ebron (dated 1587) to 

King Philip II, Givino an Account of his Discovf.ries 

AND Seevicks to THE Statb, in South America. 

Among the numerous letters, documents and registers of the 
Albaic archives," which hear special reference to the dis- 
covery and colonization of America, is particularly noticeable 
the culture -historic, perhaps valuable memorial address of 
David Eeron from Constanline, Algeria (dated December gth, 
1597), to the Emperor, Philip II. The writer introduces him- 
self in the preliminary note as an Israelite, who, at a tender 
age, fled to Africa, and rendered important services to the King 
of India and other personages of rank in various sections of 
Africa. 

He enumerates many items of surprising significance, 
apparently anxious to array them as an overwhelming evidence 
if his ahiUties and reliability, and eager to impress upon the 
august reader the great amount of gratitude due him for his 
achievements. He prepared accurate sketches of distant 

™ Uf. Dr. Kayaerlmg, Monala»chrift, I. c, p. 213. 

" For compisteneea' aake we reproduce this chapter from a 
recent aketch in the Menorah Monthly [Vol, XIX), tor September, 1895, 
pp. 145-148, entitled: A leih Century document written bff David JSbron, 
a Jewish JinantHer in America. This newly discovered letter is perhaps 
the most important evidence yet furnished of the services rendered by 
the Jews in the discovery and financial Improvemeutof America, and 
deserves to be incorporated in this work. The book containing a 
copy of this document was lately published in Madrid (1891), under 
the title; Documentos Escogidoa del Archivo de la Casa di Alba. See 
for other particulars the above quoted article in Menorah, note. We 
intend publiahing £bron'a letter soon in the orginal. 



regions and established settlements, dependent upon his 
generous bounty; he discovered countries and conquered them, 
and whatsoever had been attempted in Santa Marta, South 
America, within the last five years, may be safely attributed 
to his energetic activity and perseverance. Thence he repaired 
by land to Peru, and enlisted in the service of the monarch in 
Huancabelica. The last remarkable harvest in quicksilver, 
which was so advantageous to the king, was chiefly due to his 
judicious management. By careful husbanding of material 
and laudable zeal he was instrumental in not only saving sixty 
and some odd thousand pesos (!) involved in the annual trans- 
portation of small fleets from Lima and Panama but equally as 
much by causing galleys to be constructed there. 

Through the personal malice and mean manosuvers of two 
officials, the well-merited reward for the last mentioned benefits 
was withheld from him. " But," affirms the abused victim of 
ingratitude with a dignified emphasis, which seemed to restore 
his confidence, " my accomplishments in this regard may easily 
be ascertained by application to Gutierrez Florez, the Indian 
minister of commerce in Seville." 

" I do not bring these facts to your notice," continues the 
self- vindicator in haughty tenns, "in order to obtam reward 
from your Majesty, but that your serene highness might per- 
ceive how zealously and indefatigably, I, a secret Hebrew.'" 
travelled everywhere, despite harassing circumstances, obstacles 
end even imminent perils, and have forsaken yonr realm out of 
pure fear to die outside of my faith, which, according to my 
conception is the only true creed appointed by the Almighty, 
the Creator of heaven, sun, moon, sea and all things therein, 
you, gracious Sire included. I do not revive these recollec- 
tions in order to deplore my ill-fortune or petition for theproper 
remuneration and recognition denied me for the various favors 
rendered, for such great and weighty benefits I am yet in a 
po.sition to ofiFer from here, without necessitating my residence 
there; only out of simple attachment to your royal highness, 

" On the Marranoa in FItopafliola and South America, Dr. Kay- 
Berling haa published some Interesting data in the P. A. J. If. S., No. 
2: see aleu bis Christopher Coiumbus and the Partinipation of the 
Jewa in the DUcovery of America (New York, 1894). 



whom I desire to serve and in order that the memory of this 
Israelite and his faithful acts be not wholly eradicated from 
yOur heart, I am quite satisfied to coutinue the diligent execu- 
tion of projects confided to my trust. O, would it please the 
Heavenly Father, that the Jews in your dominion could ejijoy 
the same liberties and privileges accorded to them by the 
exemplary toleration of the Pope in Rome, Venice Milan, 
Naples, in the whole of Apulia, Ragusa, Florence, Pisa, 
Ferrara, Mautova and Italy and here in Con s/an fine and the 
Barbary States. 

Would that they were permitted to migrate from one portion 
of your realm to the other and live under the same circum- 
stances as elsewhere. Then I would not resign from the office 
I so loyally occupied, and your countries would considerably 
increase in commercial opulence — it is inconceivable why your 
Grace should not participate in the profits reaped by others — 
then your armies, military exploits and campaigns against 
Lutherans, heretics and other enemies would be much more 
successful than they have been heretofore. 

' ' And as regard.s the Spanish Inquisition against the Jews, ' '" 
further declares this remarkable champion of the Mosaic faith, 
" I have absolutely no objection to urge, if it is directed against 
such as voluntarily embrace Christianity and secretly profess 
the ancient religion." He calls the King's attention to the 
fact that within two months he could at command transport 
200,000 pesos cash money into the state treasury without injur- 
ing anyone; in a similar manner he is able in one single day, 
whenever the King willed it, to obtain more than one million 
pieces of gold from Santa Fe in the new kingdom of Granada. 
Other treasures are spoken of as accessible to the all-conquer- 
ing genius of David Ebron, and obtainable by him for the 
King, whom he is intent on reconciling to his Jewish subjects. 

'^ The writer of these pagen, in anotber paper, Ereata of the suffer- 
ings of the Marranoa or New Christians In Mexico, Peru and Brazil 
from 1570 t« 1750. See his article on "The Jewish Martyrs of the In- 
quisition in South America," in P. A. J. B. S., No. 4, (1895). Dr. 
CyiuB Adler furnishes in the same Publications, No. 4, a valuable 
sketch on Ihe "Trial of Jorge de Almeida by the Inquisition in 
Mexico," 1590-1609, which sets forth the social condition of the secret 
Jews in that country at the end of the sixteenth century. 
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His eloquence reaches the fever heat of indignation, however, 
when he alludes to the thievish officials in the King's employ. 
" What a pity, your Majesty, that so much money is stolen 
India and Spain. I could aggravate myself to death when 
I contemplate upon the mass of wealth wrongfully acquired by 
your representatives and ministers. Were I to enumerate all 
the outrageous robberies committed against you, O mighty 
Sovereign, in Seville, and apprise you of the doings of that 
infamous horde there stationed, and admitted into your court! 
. . . O lips, if only you would divulge the secrets whici 
oppress the heart! O tongue! why not reveal what you know 
and feel?" In concluding his remarks, he places himself at the: 
disposal of the government as confidential agent in the affairs 
of Portugal, the marriage of the Oranian, and similar matters, 
and enjoins upon the King to communicate with him under the 
seal of strictest privacy, should he require his co-operation or 
assistance at any future time. " The God of Abraham. Isaac 
and Jacob," says he, "who created the universe, protect and 
exalt your Majesty and inspire you to deal leniently and 
indulgently with your Hebrews, whom God never totally 
ignores or forgets, but inflicts with penalties and disasters only 
to try their fortitude and allegiance!" 

This quite forgotten explorer and financier, whose eloqtient 
plea in behalf of his race can not fail to appeal to every one, 
and whose only demand for the enormous ser\'ice rendered to. 
his king is more tolerance toward his people, deserves an 
honorable place in the annals of American Jewish History as a, 
loyal, patriotic subject. 
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ENTBRPBIBE and iNFtUENCB OF THK GkaDIS FAMILY IN '. 

West Indies, and Dchino tuk Canadian Wars. 

This is not to be a series of biographical sketches on the^ 
Rothschilds of the Eighteenth Century, for neither the space 
lior the scope of this work would permit of such an elaborate 
history. This chapter aims merely to set forth the political 




prominence attained by the family of Gradis," to whose hands the 
fortunes of two continents were entrusted, and whose labors of 

tlove and patriotic services during the war-times of France in 
America, deserve to be chronicled in our annals. Reserving 
the elaboration of the family's antecedents, and other interest- 
ing particulars for another large paper on the History of ike 
fewi in Martinique — the seat of their chief activity — we shall 
here detail those facts which concern our topic the most. 
We may begin with David Gradis, who, in 1731, was natu- 
ralized in Bordeaux," and who died in 1751. Already in i6g5 
he founded the great mercantile house which had commercial 
connections with England, Holland, Paris, southern France 
and the West Indies. The exports were linen, wine and alco- 
hol. In the year 1715, David Gradis tided over the financial 
crisis under Louis XIV., after paying a draft of 150,000 francs, 
which his hou.se endorsed. In fact the hard times did not 
affect him much, for we know that only two years after he con- 

I ducted al! the transatlantic commerce. He fitted out three 
ships, one bound for Cayenne and two for the Island of Martin- 
ique (or A/artinieo). Hiscargo consisted of wine, alcohol, meal 
and pickled meat, which he exchanged for sugar and indigo in 
the West Indian ports. Another money-crisis in 17 19, passed 
without materially injuring his prospects, although he lost 
heavily. In spite of it, however, he again undertook foreign 
expeditions and was, as before, successful. In 1724, his busi- 
ness expanded to such an extent that he opened a branch on 
the island of St. Domingo. His name and fame grew in pop- 

" The sources whence the materialH ciontalned in this chapter are 
L, being for the moat part aceeesible, and, as in a forthcoming 
on the JeivB of Martinique, all the references will be incorpo- 
mted in full, the writer merely quotes the foUowlng authorities! 
ffoHee mr la fatnitle Oradig el mtr la maiaon Orad,i» H fits de 
f Bordeaux, par Henri Oradis (1875), apud Oraetz, "Die FamiUe 
Gradis," in Ms MonaUachtift, etc., Vol. XXIV (1875), pp. 447-459; 
XXV (1876), pp. 78-85; his Oesckic/tie der Juden, Vol. XI (Leipzig, 
lB70),pp. 190, 200, 202, 223; seealso Ad. Thierry: Diitm-taiion. mr oette 
qveat. eet-U dee moyena de rendre lea juifa plus heureax et plua utUe 
en Ftanoe — (ouvrage couroiiM) Paris, 1788; and several books on the 
history of the Jews in Bordeaux. lu our narrative of the career of 
the Gradis family we follow Prof. Graetz, in his Monatsschr^t, I. c. 
" Uf. also Dr. Graetz, in MonaUachrifi, Vol. XXIV, p. 557. 
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ularity and opulence, and French America was glad to acknow- 
ledge the enterprise of this energetic man who passed under 
the name of the Portuguese Mcrckant. And, although Jews 
were not tolerated in the French colonies, by the stem and 
scheming Jesuits, as we shall have ample occasion to show 
elsewhere, the government was constrained to overlook his origin 
and belief, in view of his vast influence and commercial import- 
ance. So universal was the esteem felt for the house of David 
Gradis that when his son Samuel, who conducted the interests 
of the business in St. Pierre, Martinique, died there in 1732, 
his remains were interred in the garden of the freres dt la 
Charile, and masses were held in the cloisters for the repose of 
his soul. True, the monks dared not erect a monument to 
mark the spot. The lieutenant of the colony urged in argu- 
ment of their expulsion the fact that were any of the members 
of the house of Gradis, there established, to die, their property 
would have to be confi.scated, for Jews were not permitted to 
have possessions. Nevertheless he shut his eyes on their pro- 
longed residence on the island. Abraham, eldest son of David 
Gradis, succeeded his father as senior member of the firm, of 
which he was previously a partner. He achieved even more 
fame than his predecessor. Endowed with wonderful ability 
and speculative genius, he also controlled the trade of France 
with the West Indies. He received important official contracts 
from the government; became intimate with personages of the 
highest political rank; obtained the protection and friendship of 
M. Maurepas, the confidant of Louis XVI., and added much 
to the glory and renown of the house of "David Gradis, el 
tils. ' ' His extensive correspondence with the greatest men of 
the reign of Louis XV. and XVI., is still extant. 

Through the friends who were influential in his behalf at 
court, his ships were fitted out at the cost of the government, 
and this gave him furthtr opporttmity to enlarge bis business 
connections. Nor was he ungrateful for these privileges and 
for the consideration shown him by his royal patron. Thus 
we hear of remarkable exploits undertaken in behalf of his 
country. In the wars between England and France for the 
possession of Canada, he displayed extraordinary activity. In 
order to expedite matters, he fitted out ships to Canada, 
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although the insurance on the cargo, because of the war then 
pending, was most exorbitant. If his freight vessels were 
captured by the armed cruisers of the enemy, he built and 
replenished new ones, without caring for losses thus incurred 
for France. In 1748, he organized the society of Canada, under 
the auspices of the government, in order to test the possibilities 
of the land, and thereby again widened the sphere of his 
mercantile activity. Important missions were entrusted to him. 
His ships carried valuable cargo (presumably military ammuni- 
tion, etc.), always at the expense of the firm. He even erected 
magazines in Quebec, Later on the goverment defrayed these 
costs, but David Gradis el fits had no little share in the success 
of these projects. 

After his father's death in 1751, Abraham Gradis' financial 
interests were still more extended. To give an idea of the 
scope of his commercial activity we will cast a momentary 
glance into the private accounts of the firm. In 1758, the com- 
merce of the house with the French colonies alone, amounted 
to 2,369,326 francs. In the following j^ear, the firm received 
the commission to forward 4500 tons of goods and ammunition 
for the French troops in Canada. Twelve ships, among them 
eight of his own were called into service for the purpose. From 
1759^0 1763, when Canada ceased to be a French possession, the 
export trade of the firm of Gradis was worth nine million francs. 
These merchant vessels, on account of the war, had to be 
manned by a goodly company of soldiers, who had frequent 
occasion to defend themselves from attacks on the sea, and 
saved quite often the honor of their flag by their fearlessness 
and bravery. 

During the struggle between England and France for the 
occupation of Canada, the house of Gradis dispatched thither 
many heavily laden ships at the order and expense of the 
French Government, which was their debtor to the amount of 
several millions on more than one occasion. Of course these 
obligations could not be liquidated for some time. Gradis & 
Co.'s drafts were not promptly paid, for France was impover- 
ished by the American wars and had no means at her disposal. 
Although these noble financiers suffered heavy losses from the 
capture and detention of richly cargoed vessels sent out in the 
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name of France," they did not lose faith and preserved their 

balance with a skill and energy' which is remarkable. Far from- 
fearing to sacrifice too much for the fatherland, they strove 
more and more to merit the good will and esteem of the king 
and the aristocracy. It was indeed a work of charity and 
patriotism on their part to ransom Frejich captives." Abraham 
Gradis, we are told, authorized an influential business friend in 
London, to supply the captains and commanders held as 
prisoners in England with everything necessary to ease and' 
comfort their conditioo." 

He more than once was compelled to appeal to the goivem- 
ment for the necessary funds due him, in order to carry on his 
trade with the colonies, which was increasing in dlmensioi 
every year. The road to the audience -chamber of the King 
was not always clear to even so influential a personage as Abra' 
ham Gradis. On one occasion, being hard pressed for money 
to fill a large order received from the West Indies, he presented 
his claim to Minister Berryer— well known for his harsh and 
imperious demeanor. The latter, hesitating to comply, Gradis 
assured him that unless his demands were soon satisfied be wouli 
be prevented from accomplishing his duties. Whereupon 
stem minister cuttingly replied: " Thai will not be such a grea\ 
misfortune ; you merchants are accustomed to such things ; in/aei 
you become rich through them ! ' ' Abraham Gradis straightened 
himself up at this insult, and looking steadily at the great man, 
said; "The name of Gradis, better known in four quarters ofr 
the globe than that of the Minister of France, is free from dis- 
honor. No taint of any kind covers its escutcheon ! ' ' With' 

" Thie uuportant fact ia thus recorded by Pruf. Oraetz: ((?»- 
tchichte dfr Juden, vol. SI, p. 190) " Oradis aua einer reichen und 
uugesehenen Fandlle in Bordeaux, die groeee Bunk- uiid ueber- 
eeelsche Geechaefte fuer die frauzoeBiBoheu Oulonien betrleb, eigsne 
BcbiQe ausrueetete und dem fraDzoesischeu Staal« iu den entfernten 
BsHltzuuguu durcli AuMoMung franzoesUcher O^angener am den 
Hatiiden dcr Englaender Dtengte geleUtef hatle." Bee alao Uie 
lowing note, which U atill more explicit. 

" Cf. Oracle, in MorMtsachrift, vol. XXIV., p. 452; " , 
ttam Oradia gab eiixem Oesc/ui^t^reundc in London den Ai 
dfn g^angriicn framoesiaolten Capiiaenen ujtd OOmmattdanien 
aeine Heohnwtg AUea zu verabridclien, mas He noethig kabea 
um ihre Lage eu erleto/Uem." 
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this he urged the minister with even greater persistence to ren- 
der him satisfaction by appealing to the King in his behalf. 
Berryer, unused to such show of courage and firmness, could 
not but comply with his request, and Gradis" claims were duly 
honored. 

It was no conceit that prompted his reply to the haughty 
representative of King Louis XV. His sovereign gave fre- 
quent sign of his favor and gratitude for the diplomatic skill 
and rare tact as well as noble devotion with which Gradis 
managed the business affairs of the empire in the.se revolution- 
ary days. The minister once wrote in the following strain to 
Gradis & Co.: "I considered it my duty to remind his Maje.sty 
that your conduct was both unselfish and zealous for the wel- 
fare and services of the state on all occasions and under all cir- 
cumstances. His Majesty commissions me to express to you 
his utmost satisfaction and recognition. ' ' 

As a reward for his untiring interest in behalf of the French 
nation, exceptional privileges were granted to him (Abraham 
Gradis), and his family in the colonies. The right of owning 
real estate and civil equality in common with the other citizens 
of France on the Island of Martinique, were accorded to him 
in 1779. It is interesting to note that he was associated with 
the Superior of the Jesuit Missionaries in Martinique— the 
{a.mo\xs paler Lavalelte , who had charge of the largest and most 
influential congregation there, and who conducted an immense 
business with foreign countries; Gradis once advanced him 
400. QQO francs. He often received him in his own home socially, 
and was charmed by the personal merits of the enterprising 
Jesuit. This did not prevent Gradis— a shrewd and careful 
merchant who knew just how much to risk— from severing all 
connections with him, for he rather early suspected the utter 
collapse of Lavalette's colossal undertakings, and thus avoided 
the bankruptcy which would inevitably have resulted, had he, 
like other careless firms, allowed himself to be drawn into the 
vortex of speculation. Similar causes of self-preservation 
prompted him to withdraw from further commercial relations 
with the State, as another financial crisis warned him of the 
outbreak of the Revolution. 

Much more of interest might be told of Abraham Gradis and 



( 



other members of the same stock. Thus for instance of his 
acts of kindness during the famine in the French Colonies, at 1 
which time he seat seventeen ships laden with nourishment ' 
and merchandise for the relief of the suffering— a fact used by J 
the Abbe Gregoire as a plea and an argument in favor of the | 
emancipation of the Jews. 

A rebellion in St. Domingo and in Martinique where the J 
Gradis family (among them David II, Benjamin, MosesJ 
Gradis, etc. J, owned extensive territorj-, together with the^ 
losses in the mother country during the French Re\'olntion, 
caused the downfall of this princely house; Their possessions 
in St. Domingo, valued at three million francs, were utterly 
ruined. The slaves in their employ were (unknown to them) 
misused by their representative, hence the ' ' habitation 
his property was called, began to yield but sad results. The J 
younger brother, Moses, saved at least a meagre portion of the I 
vast wealth once commanded by the house of Gradis, by visit- ] 
ing the island and caring for the negroes, who, in gratitude 1 
for his kind treatment of them — eulogized by the abolitionist I 
Schoelcher — strove to make good their former losses. The I 
family of Gradis is immortalized in the history of the com- 
merce of two continents. " Their works are their monuments." 



The Civil, and Mii.i 



r Btatcs ok the Jews in Jamaica. 



In the West Indies, the Jews, though debarred from publisj^ 
office until late, contributed much to the public good. Theira 
constancy and restless activity in behalf of the Government 
under which they ser\-ed are chronicled by many historians. 
were useless to give an elaborate account of their influence foj 
good in the islands. It would lead us much too far to recount] 
them, and in fact many things have been recorded of t 
nature by the present writer elsewhere." If we mention t 
case of Daniel Cordoso, who was killed while defending Cura*! 

"* Of. O. A. Kohut'd article ou Jewi in St. Thomag, Jamaica a 
Barbados, in tba P. A. J. H. S., No. 4. 
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9ao, from an attack of the English in 1805,** it is because his is 
the only one referred to by name in the history of that island. 
No doubt other researches will be made by the active members 
of the American Jewish Historical Society ^ in this direction, which 
will silence all calumny against our patriotism. As a fitting 
epilogue to these pages, we subjoin a ** List of Jews appointed 
to civil and military offices in Jamaica, since the act of 1831,'* 
extracted from the official gazettes of the island, and presented 
by Sir F. H. Goldsmid, in his Arguments advanced against the 
enfranchisement of the Jews^ considered in a series of letters^ 
Second Edition, London 1833, pp. 39-40 (First Ed., London, 
1 831), arranged in the following chronological order: 



1831. 
October 15th 

October 24th 

October 27th 



November 2nd 



December 13th 

December 31st 

1832. 
January 19th 



March 8th 



Mykr Benjamin, Gent., to be a Quarter- 
master. 

Moses Gomes Silva, Esq. , to be a Provost 
Marshal-General. ®* 

Alexander Bravo, Esq., to be a Magistrate 
and Assistant Judge of the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas for the Parish of Clarendon. 

Philip Lucas, Esq., to be a Magistrate and 
Assistant Judge of the Court of Common 
Pleas for the Parish of Kingston. 

Aaron Gomes Dacosta, Gent., to be an 
Ensign. 

Daniel Jacobs, Gent., to be an Ensign. 

Alexander Joseph Lindo, Gent., to be a 
Quartermaster. 

Jacob De Pass, Esq., to be a Magistrate and 
Assistant Judge of the Court of Common 
Pleas for the Parish Port Royal. 



®* See Koenen^s 6?e«cM*e<iewM, etc., p. 307-8: ** Toen 

in 1805 de Engelschen een vruchteloozen aanval op dlt eiland deden, 
de Joden, aldaar woonachtig, hun plicht ter verdediging van hetzelve 
moedig betracht hebben, zoodat een van hen, zijnde Daniel Cardoso^ 
geboortigvan Amsterdam, bij die gelegenheid gesneuveld is.'' Cf. 
also Van Hamelsveld, Oeschiedenis der Joden^ p. 363. 

^hls is analogous to the English office of Sheriff. 
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1882. 

March 9th 
April 27th 



Samuel Delisser, Gent., to be an Ensign. 

Isaac Gomes Dacosta, Gent., to be a 
Quartermaster. 

George Isaacs, Gent., to be a Quarter- 
master. 

Barnet Isaacs, Gent. , to be an Ensign. 

David I/)pez, Gent., to be a Lieutenant of 
Artillery. 

Abraham Isaacs, Esq., to be a Magistrate 
and Assistant Judge of the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas for the Parish of St. Ann. 

Moses Q. Henriques, Gent., to be an 
Ensign.®* 

It is evident from this brief and insufficient summary of our 
subject, that the Jews on American soil, north and south, east 
and west, were loyal, law-abiding citizens, noble philanthropists 
and exemplary patriots. 

^ This list was already published by the writer in an article on 
The Civil and Military Status of American Jews, in Menorah 
Monthly, Vol. XVIII, No. 4, pp. 256-7. 



May ist 

May 5th 
July 6th 

July 26th 



August 4th 



] 
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